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фанлари доктори, профессор, Ўзбекистон 
миллий университети кафедра мудири; 
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ОАК Рўйхати 

Мазкур журнал Вазирлар Маҳкамаси ҳузуридаги Олий аттестация комиссияси Раёсатининг 2022 
йил 30 ноябрдаги 327/5-сон қарори билан тарих, иқтисодиёт, фалсафа, филология, юридик ва 
педагогика фанлари бўйича илмий даражалар бўйича диссертациялар асосий натижаларини чоп 
этиш тавсия этилган илмий нашрлар рўйхатига киритилган. 

 

Ижтимоий-гуманитар фанларнинг 

долзарб муаммолари” электрон 

журнали 2020 йил 6 август куни 1368-

сонли гувоҳнома билан давлат 

рўйхатига олинган. 

Муассис: “SCIENCEPROBLEMS TEAM” 

масъулияти чекланган жамияти 

 

Таҳририят манзили: 

100070. Тошкент шаҳри, Яккасарой 

тумани, Кичик Бешёғоч кўчаси, 70/10-

уй. Электрон манзил: 

scienceproblems.uz@gmail.com 

Боғланиш учун телефонлар: 

(99) 602-09-84 (telegram). 

mailto:scienceproblems.uz@gmail.com
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DEMOGRAFIK O‘ZGARISHLAR  .................................................................................................................... 16-20 
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КОММЕРЧЕСКИХ БАНКОВ .........................................................................................................................  46-52 
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Introduction. The use of stylistic devices both in oral and written forms of speech is 

always considered as a virtuoso management and organization of author’s words. Many works 

have been devoted to the functions of literary devices but they can be generalized around their 

features such as the richness of speech and the ability to convey rather abstract ideas and 

notions. However, it has been long observed that the writer or the speaker should not employ 

any figures of speech until becoming a master of it [3;102]. Naturally, a question may arise: how 

is it possible to master the use of any stylistic device? No less natural answer is to grasp the 

essence of the intended device; to put into simpler words: one must understand its nature fully. 

 One of the means to reveal the truthful picture of the studied object is the comparative 

and contrastive analysis which can be a pathway to the deeper understanding of an item. It is 

more than acceptable way to use this kind of analysis regarding the personification, or 

prosopopoeia in Greek. 

Methods and literature reviews. Before moving further, a definition should be 

provided first. According to J.A.Cuddon personification is the impersonation or embodiment of 

some quality or abstraction; the attribution of human qualities to inanimate objects [2;32]. 

  Even though personification has long been used during the early development of 

literature in the form of oratory speech, it was defined as a type of metaphor; moreover, many 

scholars still support this view. This tendency occurred due to the fact that metaphor was 

acknowledged by ancient rhetoricians and major works have been written dedicated with the 

regard to the theory of metaphor, among which is “Rhetoric” by Aristotle [3;124]. The 

definitions of majority of stylistic devices have roots based on this theory because it was 

completely developed, every aspect was closely studied. That is why scholars like Lakoff and 

Johnson, Abrams and Harpham find it efficient to classify personification into the category of 

metaphorical representation of world [1;42]. 

 However, there are also linguists who succeeded to prove that personification has 

sufficient number of distinctive characteristics. While S. Voskresenskaya believes that 

personification differs from metaphor as it is not necessarily based on the resemblance of 

compared items unlike metaphor, S.Konstantinova outlines another feature, namely – the 

dialogic nature of personification; whenever we try to personify an inanimate object, a person 

unintentionally make contact with it. Even though the dialogue may not be expressed explicitly, 

it is present within the structure of personification. In addition, a personified object can become 

both a speaker or a listener [5;13].  

 Result and discussion. There are two equally existing theories – a historical and 

psychological one – explaining such a phenomenon. From the historical point of view 

personification was used by our ancestors to create different myths as a basis of early pagan 

religions. Religious rites and texts contained the descriptions of weather conditions like 

thunder, rainfall, storms and flooding which were addressed as gods and people tried to 

communicate with them to fulfill two tasks: 1) to understand how the environment and weather 

patterns function; 2) try to influence and control them. Additionally, personification is inscribed 

in religious writings and serve as evidence of practical use of it. However, psychologists argue 

that a person involuntarily relates to non-human things because of the structure of the brain. 

This view was first theorized by Scottish philosopher David Hume. According to him: "There is 

a universal tendency among mankind to consider all beings like themselves, and to transfer to 

every object, those qualities, with which they are familiarly acquaintance, and of which they are 
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intimately conscious." This way a person manages to create a bond with a potentially hostile 

object and relate to them; the human consciousness succeeds to tackle the outcomes of 

unexpected situation by adapting to them. In his book “The Natural History of Religion” written 

in 1757, Hume adds: "We find human faces in the moon, armies in the clouds; and by a natural 

propensity, if not corrected by experience and reflection, ascribe malice and good will to 

everything that hurts or pleases us”. [6;29] 

Since a human is a social being, communication plays a significant role in our life. As the 

brain is predisposed to understand people and their motives, we try to see a person even if 

there is nobody. Especially, this process can be triggered when we feel a threat or need help – 

we seek to comprehend and embody human intentions in frightening situations whether it be 

a thunderstorm or complex concept like death. It is a form of dealing with fear and control it. 

 So, the dialogic nature of personification is one of the most important distinctive features 

which shapes this stylistic device in general under the influence of brain’s structure and 

human’s psychology and differs from metaphor singling it out from the commonly accepted 

definition developed according to the theory of metaphor. 

 This article employs the method of text analysis involving examining broader patterns 

and structures with an emphasis to the textual pattern to identify the use of personification in 

the specific syntactic structures.  

 The examined extracts of some William Blake’s poems illustrate the personification 

which is used to communicate with inanimate objects, animals or insects. The dialogue is 

constructed due to the variation of types of sentences and references made with certain 

pronouns. 

 Commonly we are used to see a general type of personification which is expressed by 

predicates and attributes describing human activity:  

 

When the green woods laugh with the voice of joy,  

And the dimpling stream runs laughing by;  

When the air does laugh with our merry wit,  

And the green hill laughs with the noise of it; … 

   (‘Laughing Song’) 

The wild winds weep  

And the night is a-cold;  

Come hither, Sleep,  

And my griefs infold:  

But lo! the morning peeps  

Over the eastern steeps,  

And the rustling birds of dawn  

The earth do scorn. 

(‘Mad Song’) 

   Earth raised up her head  

   From the darkness dread and dear, 

     … 

'Does spring hide its joy,  

When buds and blossoms grow? 
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Does the sower?  

Sow by night?  

Or the plowman in darkness plow? 

 

(‘Earth’s Answer’) 

The concept of personification, as previously mentioned, manifests itself in both explicit 

and implicit forms. The explicit realization of personification primarily involves linguistic 

elements, allowing for a direct analysis of language structures and patterns. This explicit nature 

is observable through the intentional attribution of human-like characteristics to non-human 

entities, where language serves as a tangible tool for conveying such personified traits. 

On the other hand, the implicit realization of personification delves into the realms of 

modern linguistics, specifically neurolinguistics and psycholinguistics. These branches explore 

the cognitive and psychological aspects of language processing in the human brain. 

Neurolinguistics examines how the brain comprehends and produces language, shedding light 

on the neural mechanisms involved in perceiving personification implicitly. Psycholinguistics, 

meanwhile, delves into the psychological processes underlying language acquisition, 

comprehension, and production, providing insights into how individuals unconsciously engage 

with personification in their linguistic experiences. 

Implicit personification, therefore, extends beyond the surface of explicit linguistic 

expressions, delving into the intricate workings of the human mind. It involves the subtle 

nuances in cognition and perception that contribute to the subconscious understanding and 

application of personification in communication. 

Back to the topic, the dialogue with an inanimate object or a non-human being takes 

places in a form of inquiry when an author may address it with a question: 

 

When wilt thou return again? 

When wilt thou return and view  

My loves, and them to life renew?  

When wilt thou return and live?  

When wilt thou pity as I forgive?' 

(‘My Spectre Around Me Night and Day’) 

Am not I  

A fly like thee?  

Or art not thou  

A man like me? 

(‘The Fly’) 

The notion that references, particularly of those anaphoric ones, formed through 

personal pronouns, serve as markers of personification is well-established in linguistics. This 

idea gains further support through the examination of extracts from William Blake's poems, 

where he adeptly employs personal pronouns such as "thee" and "thou" (derived from Old 

English equivalents of "you" or "your") to engage in meaningful communication with non-

human entities. 
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Turn away no more; 

Why wilt thou turn away? 

The starry floor, 

The watery shore, 

Is given thee till the break of day. 

(‘Hear the Voice’) 

Memory, hither come,  

And tune your merry notes;  

And, while upon the wind  

Your music floats, 

(‘Song: Memory, Hither Come’) 

 

The employment of second-person pronouns fosters an intimate and direct form of 

address. By referring to objects using pronouns traditionally reserved for human interaction, 

Blake establishes a closeness and personal connection, intensifying the sense of dialogue. 

Personal pronouns carry emotional weight, and their application in personification enhances 

the emotional resonance within the poetry. The use of "thee" and "thou" conveys a sense of 

familiarity, empathy, or even intimacy, imbuing the inanimate objects with human-like 

qualities. 

Besides, the imperative sentence can be the basis of the dialogue where the author 

invites objects to take an action or a journey, or make a request, or express a direct command. 

Through imperative sentences, authors create interactive scenarios within the narrative. 

Objects become active participants, responding to the author's directives, thereby establishing 

a dialogue that goes beyond traditional human-to-human interactions. The construction of 

imperation can also begin with an exclamatory sentence, particularly with the emotional 

beginning (O,…) 

 

He. Come, on wings of joy we'll fly  

To where my bower hangs on high;  

Come, and make thy calm retreat  

Among green leaves and blossoms sweet. 

(‘The Bird’) 

 

O Rose, thou art sick! 

The invisible worm, 

That flies in the night, 

In the howling storm, 

(‘The Sick Rose’) 

 

O little Cloud! the virgin said, 

I charge thee to tell me 

Why thou complainest not when in one hour 

Thou fade away: then we shall seek thee but not find thee. 

(‘The Book of Thel’) 
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In the first two cases author makes a contact with the bird and a rose by making direct 

calls and addresses: Come, on wings of joy we'll fly / Come, and make thy calm retreat. The 

author establishes immediate contact with the bird and the rose through direct calls and 

addresses. The use of imperatives like "Come" creates a sense of urgency, inviting these 

elements to actively participate in the narrative. The direct address, such as "on wings of joy 

we'll fly," implies a personal connection, fostering a dialogue-like interaction. Meanwhile, the 

third extract of poem presents a conversation between a person and the little cloud by 

combining various forms of sentence: starting with an exclamation and address O little Cloud! 

then using the imperative sentence and reference: I charge thee to tell me and turning it into a 

question Why thou complainest not when in one hour. Thus a more complex form of 

personification is introduced by presenting a conversation between a person and the little 

cloud. The use of exclamation in "O little Cloud!" adds an emotional tone to the interaction, 

signaling surprise or recognition. This sets the stage for a dynamic exchange. 

Conclusions. To conclude, personification is a stylistic device with complex structure 

which contrasts from metaphor even though it has a well-based theoretical frame. Being one of 

the distinctive features, its dialogic nature can be realized with the help of different personal 

and possessive pronouns, interrogative, exclamatory and imperative sentences, and address. 

Yet, much research can be conducted with the relation to linguistics to reveal some implicit 

ways of communication between a person and an object. 
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