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22.00.00-СОЦИОЛОГИЯ ФАНЛАРИ: 

Латипова Нодира Мухтаржановна – социология 
фанлари доктори, профессор, Ўзбекистон 
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ОАК Рўйхати 

Мазкур журнал Вазирлар Маҳкамаси ҳузуридаги Олий аттестация комиссияси Раёсатининг 2022 
йил 30 ноябрдаги 327/5-сон қарори билан тарих, иқтисодиёт, фалсафа, филология, юридик ва 
педагогика фанлари бўйича илмий даражалар бўйича диссертациялар асосий натижаларини чоп 
этиш тавсия этилган илмий нашрлар рўйхатига киритилган. 

 

Ижтимоий-гуманитар фанларнинг 

долзарб муаммолари” электрон 

журнали 2020 йил 6 август куни 1368-

сонли гувоҳнома билан давлат 

рўйхатига олинган. 

Муассис: “SCIENCEPROBLEMS TEAM” 

масъулияти чекланган жамияти 

 

Таҳририят манзили: 

100070. Тошкент шаҳри, Яккасарой 

тумани, Кичик Бешёғоч кўчаси, 70/10-

уй. Электрон манзил: 

scienceproblems.uz@gmail.com 

Боғланиш учун телефонлар: 

(99) 602-09-84 (telegram). 

mailto:scienceproblems.uz@gmail.com
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Kalit so'zlar: Farmatsevtikada ishlab chiqarish, noqonuniy dori vositalari, sog'liqni saqlash, uyushgan 
jinoyatchilik, xalqaro savdo, huquqiy tartibga solish, iqtisodiy yo'qotishlar. 
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Introduction. Pharmaceutical crime has become a global public health issue with the 

trade in counterfeit and illicit medicinal products. This crime is a truly global phenomenon, 

affecting all countries through source, transit or destination. 

Pharmaceutical crime covers the full spectrum of crimes related to medical and 

pharmaceutical products. Simply said, pharmaceutical crime involves the sale of counterfeit 

medicines, dietary supplements and medical devices [38; p.104.]. Patients around the world 

risk their health and even their lives by consuming counterfeit and unregulated medical 

products that have been altered, diverted, poorly stored or expired. In addition, pharmaceutical 

crime can have an economic impact on genuine manufacturers, distributors, consumers and 

patients [14; p.182.]. 

Moreover, the offenses of manufacturing and selling medicines in such a way as to 

endanger the life and health of persons refer to the illegal production and sale of medicines that 

are not manufactured under proper quality control standards or are deliberately manufactured 

to contain harmful substances. These medicines may be counterfeit or inadequate, in other 

words they may not contain the right amount or type of active ingredient, or they may be 

improperly stored or deliberately contaminated with hazardous substances. 

Consumers who unknowingly take these medicines risk serious health problems, 

including death. This type of drug crime is a major public health and global problem with an 

impact in all countries. 

Literary analysis and methodology. Pharmaceutical crime, including the production 

and sale of counterfeit medicines, is a global public health concern posing serious health risks. 

Numerous studies review the complex nature of pharmaceutical crime, emphasizing its 

detrimental effects on individuals and economies. Additionally, the literature highlights the 

global reach of pharmaceutical crime, highlighting the involvement of organized criminal 

networks, emphasizing the need for international cooperation and stringent regulatory 

measures. 

This study uses a qualitative research approach to examine the crimes linked to 

pharmaceutical manufacturing and sales in Türkiye and Uzbekistan. It conducts a literature 

review, analysing existing scholarship, legal frameworks, and empirical evidence. Data is 

collected from academic journals, governmental reports, legal statutes, and international 

conventions. Qualitative data analysis techniques, such as thematic analysis, are used to identify 

recurring themes. The study also employs a comparative analysis to assess similarities and 

differences in legal frameworks and enforcement mechanisms for combating pharmaceutical 

crime. The aim is to provide a nuanced understanding of the challenges posed by 

pharmaceutical crime and the effectiveness of legal responses in mitigating its impact on public 

health and safety. 
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 Pharmaceutical crimes and its terms. The term "pharmaceutical crime" covers 

offenses such as misuse of medicines, counterfeit medicines, misleading advertising, illegal sale 

and distribution, theft of medicines and improper disposal of medicines [3; p.101.]. These 

offenses can pose serious threats to both individual and public health and can occur because of 

illegal activities. In addition to harming patients, crimes can damage the pharmaceutical 

industry, healthcare, and public trust [43]. 

Drug crime is one type of white-collar crime. It is common practice to refer to white-

collar crime as a single phenomenon. However, the violations traditionally grouped under this 

category of crime have little in common with each other. Francis T. Cullen and his colleagues 

have divided white collar crime into six types of white-collar criminal behaviours. The offenses 

belonging to the six types are: 

1. Violence - manufacturing and selling drugs known to be harmful to users, 

knowingly selling contaminated food that causes death.  

2. Crimes against Business Organizations - employee embezzlement of company 

funds.  

3. Government Corruption - when a public official gives favours in exchange for 

bribes, bribing a public official to obtain favours. 

4. Corporate Price Rigging - setting prices for a consumer product such as gasoline, 

setting prices for machines sold to businesses.  

5. Deception of Consumers - knowingly selling worthless stocks as valuable 

investments, lending money above legal interest rates, misleading advertising about a cure for 

headaches.  

6. Income Tax Fraud - understating income on income tax returns, wilfully 

neglecting to submit income tax returns [12; pp.14-15.]. 

The 2014 Interpol report on medicines provides information on pharmaceutical crime, 

the production, trade, and distribution of counterfeit, stolen or illegal drugs and medical 

devices. This is seen in connection with activities such as counterfeiting of medical products, 

falsification of packaging and related documents, theft, fraud, illegal diversion, smuggling, illicit 

production and trade of medical products and related money laundering [43]. 

Illegal medicines may contain the wrong dose of the active ingredient, or none, or may 

contain a different substance. These are associated with many dangers and in the worst case 

can result in heart attack, coma, or death [38; p.103.]. Combating the production and sale of 

counterfeit medicines is vital to protect the quality of products in circulation and public health 

at a global level. 

The increasing prevalence of counterfeit and illicit goods has been compounded by the 

rise of internet commerce, where they can be easily and cheaply purchased without a 

prescription. The scale of the problem cannot be quantified, but in parts of Asia, Africa, and 

Latin America, counterfeit medical products can account for up to 30% of the market [20; p.37.]. 

Organized crime networks are attracted by the huge profits that can be made through 

pharmaceutical crime. They operate across national borders, importing, exporting, 

manufacturing, and distributing counterfeit and illicit medicines. Coordinated and cross-

sectoral action at the international level is vital to identify, investigate and prosecute the 

criminals behind these crimes. 
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Causes and effects of producing and selling counterfeit medicines. Before 

examining the area of counterfeit drug production and trafficking, the difference between 

original medicines, non-standard medicines and counterfeit medicines should be determined. 

Original medicine is an international term used for new medicines that have been 

proven to have a positive effect on a specific disease because of long research and clinical trials, 

are based on a patented molecule and have no previous analogues [20; p.182.]. Original 

medicines are protected by strong laws in many countries around the world, under the 

protection of patent and data protection rights for a certain period [2]. 

"Non-standard medicines (also called out-of-specification (OOS) products) are actual 

medicines authorized by manufacturers that do not comply with the quality specifications set 

by national standards [42; p.85.]. Generally, every medicine produced by every manufacturer 

must comply with established quality standards and specifications. The product is reviewed 

and assessed by the national drug regulatory agency before it is authorized for marketing" [44].  

A counterfeit medicine is "a counterfeit medicine is a medicine that is deliberately and 

fraudulently mislabelled as to its identity and/or source. Counterfeiting can apply to both 

branded and generic products, and counterfeit products may include products containing the 

correct ingredients, containing the wrong ingredients, containing no active ingredient, 

containing insufficient amounts of active ingredient or falsely packaged products" [6]. 

As noted above, counterfeit medicines or drug trafficking is a rapidly growing criminal 

activity on a global scale. The World Health Organization's (WHO) definition of pharmaceutical 

fraud includes medicines with deliberately misleading information about their identity and/or 

source, products containing false or inaccurate ingredients, products containing no or 

insufficient active ingredients, and products with counterfeit packaging [45]. Patented and 

generic medicines can also be counterfeited. Counterfeit medicines are often sold to pharmacies 

through traditional distribution channels or directly to users via the internet [5; pp.493-515.]. 

According to the authors of one academic study, the production and distribution of 

counterfeit medicines is an inevitable choice of criminals because, in accordance with one of 

the theories of crime prevention, a crime is committed when a suitable target and potential 

criminal meet at a suitable time and place without adequate supervision. Drug counterfeiting is 

often prevalent when access is limited, and prices are high. When the production and trade in 

counterfeit medicines needs to be tackled, we need to understand its root causes and 

organization. There are many reasons why it develops and most of them are linked to 

inadequate regulation and enforcement [35]. 

Producing and selling counterfeit medicines is considered a financially profitable and 

largely risk-free business. This is exacerbated by inadequate regulatory frameworks and lax 

enforcement, with some countries considered to be facilitators or collaborators in this process 

[42; p.86.]. The lack of an international legal framework has also been criticized. Unlike drug 

traffickers, producers of counterfeit medicines are less likely to be caught [28]. 

Moreover, as high value-added products, pharmaceuticals are often characterized by 

high prices and therefore make the best targets. This allows counterfeit drug manufacturers to 

charge a fraction of the price of their products, with no production costs, research and 

development or licensing costs [13; p.391.]. Even if they use the right ingredients, counterfeit 

drug manufacturers will have much lower quality standards and lower worker salaries. Real 

medicines are expensive and often burdened with import duties, so patients turn to seek 
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cheaper alternatives, thus encouraging the spread of unregulated production and street market 

or Internet distribution. The globalization of financial markets has facilitated smuggling and 

illegal imports and exports, which are common in some countries [29; p.142.]. 

The conditions under which counterfeit medicines are produced and processed are often 

appalling and pose a direct threat to patients' health. The products are often stored improperly, 

with no consideration of the ''cold chain'' [17; pp.138-143.]. Although counterfeit production 

does not require a lot of room, it can often be done in small industrial facilities, workshops, 

normal houses, backyards, garages, or even small vans, often by unskilled workers, although 

sometimes licensed facilities can be manipulated by fraudsters. 32% of counterfeit medicines 

contain no active ingredient at all and can therefore be life-threatening [47]. 

Every day, patients in need of effective treatment receive low-quality or counterfeit 

medicines and other medical products. At best, patients who receive these products do not feel 

relief from their symptoms; at worst, they can end up dying [2]. In poor countries, half of the 

medicines used for some deadly diseases are counterfeit and contain little or no active 

ingredients. In rich countries, drug safety is better, but poor quality or counterfeit medicines 

still cause thousands of side effects and some death [37]. As outsourced production and 

international trade in medicines become standardized, patients everywhere become 

vulnerable. 

In short, the crimes of producing and selling drugs are motivated by financial gain and 

lack of regulation of the pharmaceutical industry. Moreover, the impact of crimes of 

manufacturing and selling medicines in a way that endangers people's lives and health poses 

not only health threats, but also economic losses and social credibility issues. 

The global context and challenge. Pharmaceutical crime is a major public health issue 

that puts human lives at risk and directly harms those who make up the pharmaceutical supply 

chain: manufacturers, distributors, pharmacists, doctors, private organizations, and public 

institutions [32; p.169.]. 

The counterfeiting, manufacturing and sale of healthcare products is a growing 

phenomenon and, while difficult to measure precisely, data is provided annually by researchers 

at the Pharmaceutical Security Institute (PSI) [19]. International organizations fighting 

pharmaceutical crime have long considered this problem among the most serious emergencies 

that need to be addressed. Information about this phenomenon is often poorly known to the 

public, despite the efforts of the relevant authorities with communication initiatives on health 

risks. 

There are several factors that contribute to criminality in the field of production, storage, 

sale (realization) and importation of medicines [32; p.172.]. The area of public supply of 

medicines remains the most corrupt area of public relations in the world. Statistics prove that 

the most frequent crimes on the life and health of citizens are the counterfeiting of medicines 

such as painkillers, antibiotics, and psychotropic substances, which are in demand and 

advertised on television and radio [22]. 

In the modern phase of the circulation of counterfeit medicines, the World Health 

Organization (WHO) and other international organizations are recognized as international 

bodies that control the quality and circulation of medicines. The World Health Organization 

(WHO) has developed guidelines for member states to prevent and combat counterfeit 

medicines, including the establishment of effective regulatory systems, the implementation of 
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supply chain security measures and the establishment of a legal framework for their 

implementation [46]. One example is the International Medical Products Anti-Counterfeiting 

Taskforce (IMPACT) established by the World Health Organization. In essence, IMPACT aims to 

stop the production, trade, and sale of counterfeit medicines in the world by establishing 

country-based and cross-country networks [35]. IMPTACT is made up of major players in the 

fight against counterfeiting, including international organizations, law enforcement agencies, 

non-governmental organizations, pharmaceutical manufacturers' associations, and 

pharmaceutical government officials. Established in 2006 within the WHO, this Task Group has 

five working groups in total [7; p.206.]. 

In the European Union (EU), there is a strong legal framework for licensing, 

manufacturing, and distribution to combat counterfeit medicines for human use and this is 

focused on the Directive on counterfeit medicines [9]. 

Many countries have enacted laws and regulations to address the problem of fake drugs. 

For example, in the United States, the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act provides the legal 

framework governing the manufacture and distribution of drugs and medical devices and 

imposes penalties on those who fail to comply with its provisions [27; p.227.]. The National 

Association of American Pharmacists has identified more than 10,000 websites to combat 

counterfeit goods. However, only 3% of these websites are compliant with this country's 

pharmaceutical regulations and laws [21]. 

Other international organizations and initiatives, such as "Medicrime Convention" and 

the Institute for Drug Safety, work to prevent the production and distribution of falsified 

pharmaceuticals and other poor quality medical products [18; pp.61-63.]. 

Although there are many national and international laws and regulations on producing 

and selling counterfeit or inferior medicines that endanger people's lives and health, in many 

countries the production and distribution of counterfeit medicines is compared to crimes such 

as trademark counterfeiting or DVD counterfeiting. While many countries have laws to pursue 

IPR infringements, most of them do not focus on the problem of medicines and public health 

issues [16]. Internet pharmacies pose particular problems due to the frequent absence of 

relevant legislation. For these reasons, the "public health" meaning of counterfeiting should 

probably be distinguished from intellectual property violation and legislation should mostly 

focus on the former. According to the Anti-Counterfeiting and Trade Agreement proposed by 

many countries, counterfeiting offenses on a commercial scale should entail criminal 

prosecutions and penalties. Swiss trademark owners, for example, have three tools: civil law, 

criminal law, and customs [39]. 

We can also think of counterfeit drug dealers as competitors of drug traffickers. Their 

revenues can be even higher than drug dealers and they face fewer risks. Worldwide, the 

production and distribution of counterfeit medicines is a widespread phenomenon. According 

to the World Health Organization, every year individuals fall victim to between 100,000 and 1 

million tons of counterfeit medicines [10]. In France, a study conducted for a major 

pharmaceutical manufacturer, "Sanofi", shows that 20% of Europeans are at risk of using 

counterfeit medicines. Poor and underdeveloped countries are more exposed to the problem of 

counterfeit drug production and distribution than other countries. Between 30% and 70% of 

counterfeit medicines are consumed in countries in the Greater Sub-Saharan Africa, Southeast 

Asia, and Latin America [11]. 
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Overall, preventing crimes and enforcing penalties for the production and sale of 

medicines that endanger people's lives and health is an important global issue that requires 

cooperation and coordination between governments, regulatory agencies, and other 

stakeholders. 

Evaluation in the legal system of Türkiye. In its legislation, Turkish law provides 

several focused measures specifically designed to combat the trade in counterfeit medicines, as 

well as general provisions such as the "Smuggling Law". In relation to the World Health 

Organization's definition, Articles 186 and 187 of the Turkish Criminal Code deal with the sale 

of counterfeit or expired medicines [8; p.257.]. 

In this context, Article 186 of the Turkish Penal Code states that "Anyone who sells, 

supplies or possesses any kind of food or drink or medicines that have been spoiled or altered 

in such a way as to endanger the life and health of persons shall be sentenced to imprisonment 

from one year to five years and a judicial fine of up to one thousand five hundred days [24; 

p.494.]." 

On the other hand, Article 187 of the Turkish Penal Code states, "Any person who 

manufactures or sells medicines in such a way as to cause a risk to the life and health of others 

shall be sentenced to imprisonment from one year to five years and shall be fined. If this offense 

is committed by a doctor or pharmacist, or if it is committed within the scope of a profession or 

artistic activity, the penalty shall be increased [49; p.509.]." However, these articles focus 

primarily on whether such medicines endanger human life, and law enforcement authorities 

are empowered to act legally if such an offense is detected. 

Similarly, the right to a "healthy life" [41; p.269.] is already protected by the Turkish 

Constitution and is also protected by international treaties to which Turkey is a state party. 

Article 186 considers the legal value protected by the offense as the protection of public 

health. Furthermore, Article 56 of the 1982 Constitution obliges the state to ensure that 

everyone lives in physical and mental health. In addition to general laws on this subject, there 

are also regulations in special laws such as the Public Health and Sanitation Law [33; p.219.]. 

Anyone can be the perpetrator of the offense of trafficking in spoiled or altered food or 

medicines. Since Article 186 of the TPC No. 5237 mentions "anyone" who sells, supplies or 

possesses any kind of edible or drinkable food or medicine that has been spoiled or altered in 

such a way as to endanger the life and health of individuals, the penalty will be aggravated if 

the perpetrator of the crime is a person who performs a profession or art based on official 

permission (TPC Article 186/2). The victim of the crime of trafficking in tainted or altered food 

or medicines can be anyone. In this crime, a specific victim is not required, it is intended to 

protect public health in general [33; p.221.]. The elements of the crime are material, illegality 

and moral. Under Article 186: 

the material element is the sale, supply, or possession of all kinds of edible or drinkable 

substances or medicines that are adulterated or whose contents have been altered in such a 

way as to endanger the life and health of persons. 

as the element of illegality: the occurrence of the offense depends on the illegality of the 

action. The reasons of lawfulness that eliminate the illegality, which is the element of the 

offense, and which are included in Article 24 and following of the TPC, are general provisions 

that apply to all crimes. In the presence of one of these reasons, the act ceases to be a crime and 
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the perpetrator is not punished. The existence of a reason of lawfulness for the trade of spoiled 

or altered food or medicines will decriminalize the act. 

as a moral element: the moral element in the crime of trafficking in spoiled or altered 

food or medicines is intent; this crime cannot be committed with negligence. It is sufficient for 

the offense to be committed if the perpetrator acts knowingly and willingly; motive is not 

important [14; p.179.]. 

The subject of the offense of making or selling medicines in a way that endangers the life 

and health of persons regulated in Article 187 of the Turkish Penal Code is medicines. Drugs 

may be of animal, vegetable, mineral, natural or synthetic, crude or processed, dermo cosmetic 

or physiotherapeutic origin, or they may be solid, liquid, or gaseous, of domestic or foreign 

origin. It is even possible for a substance to be considered a medicine even if it is not authorized 

for production by the Ministry of Health or not sold in pharmacies if it has these qualities [4; 

p.864.]. 

The legal value protected by the offense of making or selling drugs in a way that 

endangers the life and health of persons is the public health, as stated in Article 186. The reason 

why the crimes of making or selling drugs in a way that endangers the life and health of persons 

are considered as crimes against public health is that their victims are uncertain [15; p.144.]. 

The perpetrator of the offense of making or selling drugs in a way that endangers the life 

and health of persons may be anyone. However, the fact that the perpetrator is a physician or 

pharmacist or a person practicing a profession or art based on official authorization has been 

accepted by the legislator as a reason aggravating the punishment (Art. 187/2 of the TPC) [4; 

p.865.]. The Turkish Penal Code does not provide any special mitigating circumstances for the 

offense of making or selling drugs in a way that endangers the life and health of persons. 

The victim of this crime can be anyone. This offense does not require a specific victim 

but aims to protect public health in general. On the other hand, since this crime is regulated as 

an elective offense in Article 187 of the TPC, if the perpetrator both makes and sells the drug 

that endangers the life and health of people in the concrete case, the crime will be deemed to 

have been committed by performing the first elective act, that is, by making the drug, and a 

single crime will be considered to have occurred [33; p.225.]. Therefore, even if the drug subject 

to the offense is not sold to the same person, it is possible to increase the penalty by applying 

the provisions of chain crime against the perpetrator, provided that more than one sale of the 

drug is carried out within the scope of the execution of the same criminal decision [14; p.182.]. 

According to Article 187 of the TPC, the material element of the offense of making or 

selling drugs in a way that endangers the life and health of persons is to produce or sell drugs 

in a way that endangers the life and health of persons. Again, the sale of a drug that is dangerous 

for the life and health of persons over the internet will also be considered within the scope of 

the crime of selling drugs in a way that endangers the life and health of persons within the 

meaning of Article 187 of the TPC Unlawfulness depends on the unlawfulness of the action [23; 

p.231.]. 

The crimes of making or selling drugs in a way that endangers the life and health of 

persons are regulated as crimes that can be committed intentionally in Article 187 of the TPC. 

This refers to the moral element of the crime. Therefore, it is sufficient for the perpetrator to 

knowingly and willingly make or sell drugs in a way that endangers the life and health of 

persons, to be responsible for the crime in question [14; p.183.]. 
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As sanctioned by Articles 186/187, the penalty is imprisonment from one year to five 

years and a judicial fine. The lower and upper limit of the judicial fine is not indicated in the 

provision. Therefore, the judicial fine to be imposed shall not be less than five days and not 

more than seven hundred and thirty days in accordance with Article 52/1 of the TPC [43].  

It follows from this conclusion that what is important for the life and health of citizens 

in the production of medicinal products is the protection of the activities of pharmaceutical 

enterprises through state regulation and supervision. Several measures are taken by state 

control bodies to prevent and detect the commission of offenses. 

Evaluation in the legal system of Uzbekistan. In the Republic of Uzbekistan, the 

Cabinet of Ministers ensures the implementation of a single state policy in the field of 

pharmaceutical and pharmaceutical activities [1; p.22.]. The "Pharmacopoeia Commission" is 

an official expert body that sets the requirements for the quality of pharmaceutical means, 

medical devices, and methods of their control. 

According to the Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan "On Medicines and Pharmaceutical 

Activities" medicines drugs produced on the basis of drug substances and auxiliary substances 

based on them, drug substances and drug preparations used in medical interventions for the 

prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of diseases, as well as for changing the state and functions 

of the human organism. This includes immunobiological, radiopharmaceutical and para 

pharmaceutical preparations, homeopathic, diagnostic and sterilization means [48; p.2.]. 

Illegal (counterfeit) copies of unregistered medicines - medicines that are placed on the 

market in violation of intellectual property law - are not fit for public use. Since they are 

produced in a way that endangers the health of persons, they must be withdrawn from use and 

destroyed according to the decision of the owner or the court. The owner of such medicines 

must quickly remove such medicines and medical products from use and destroy them within 

30 days [36; p.125.]. 

The procedure for the production, preparation, storage, transportation, or sale of low-

quality or counterfeit medicines or medical products in the Republic of Uzbekistan is regulated 

in Article 1863 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan as follows: 

"To produce, prepare, obtain, store, transport or transport counterfeit or inferior 

medicines, to sell medicines or medical products out of hospitals and their branches, as well as 

to offer for sale medicines containing potent substances for sale on prescription, and after 

administrative sanctions have been imposed for such acts, punishable by a fine of up to one 

hundred times the amount of the basic calculation or community service for up to three years 

or imprisonment from two to five years. 

The same acts: 

a) in large quantities. 

b) with forethought by a group of persons. 

v) by a repeat or risky offender. 

g) committed by abuse of position of office 

d) causes moderate or serious injury to the body. 

e) carried out in a manner that is misleading as to the nature of the drugs or medicinal 

products and confirming documents of state registration, - 

is punishable by deprivation of liberty for five to eight years. 

Acts which: 
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a) are of a very high magnitude. 

b) were premeditated by an agreed group or to protect their interests. 

v) result in the killing of a person, - 

is punishable by deprivation of liberty for ten to fifteen years. 

The acts: 

a) cause the death of people. 

b) lead to the commission of other serious crimes, - 

shall be punished by deprivation of liberty for a term of fifteen to twenty years [30]." 

The main object of the offense is understood as the relations that ensure the legally 

established regulation of control over the quality of medicines and medical devices, the 

interests of users, as well as the protection of the products of pharmaceutical manufacturers 

from counterfeiting. The additional object is the relations that ensure the life and health of 

citizens. 

The subject matter of the offense referred to in Article 1863 of the Criminal Code is 

unqualified or counterfeit medical devices and medicinal drugs. Objectively, the offense is the 

production, preparation, receipt, storage, transportation of poor-quality or counterfeit 

medicines or medical devices, as well as the sale of medicines independently of pharmacies and 

their branches [31; pp.216-217.]. 

Subjectively, the offense is committed intentionally. The offender understands the 

production, preparation, transportation and sale of poor quality or counterfeit medicines or 

medical devices and intends to carry out these acts. The perpetrator of the offense is considered 

to be any person who has reached the age of 16. 

In addition, in Chapter VII of the Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan (Personal 

Rights and Freedoms), Article 24 states that the right to life is the fundamental right of every 

human being; the attempt on human life is the most serious crime. Article 43 states that the 

state is obliged to ensure and protect the rights of citizens guaranteed by the Constitution and 

laws [34; p.102.]. 

In short, although the Republic of Uzbekistan, like the Republic of Turkey and other 

international organizations, has some mechanisms in place to combat the crimes of producing 

and selling medicines in a way that endangers the life and health of persons, these mechanisms 

are still further developing. 

Conclusion. As a result, people all over the world risk their health and even their lives 

by consuming counterfeit and unregulated medicinal products, or poorly stored or expired 

products. Pharmaceutical crime can also have an economic impact on genuine manufacturers, 

distributors, consumers, and patients.  

Pharmaceutical crime involves the manufacture, distribution, and sale of counterfeit or 

fraudulent medicines. These are medicines that are deliberately mislabelled, contain poor 

quality or ineffective ingredients, or are clearly counterfeit. Pharmaceutical crimes have been 

included in white collar crime. 

Financial gains and shortcomings in pharmaceutical industry regulation are the general 

motives for the production and sale of counterfeit or illegal medicines that endanger people's 

lives. This crime has its impact both in terms of health threats and economic losses for 

organizations, as well as in terms of public trust.  
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International organizations combating drug fraud are seriously tackling this problem by 

developing various preventive measures and strategic methods in every corner of the world. 

The European Union, the World Health Organization, the International Special Group to Combat 

Counterfeit Pharmaceutical Products (IMPACT), the Medicrime Convention and the Institute 

for Medicines Safety are examples of such activities. 

In addition, penal practices to prevent drug trafficking crimes that put individuals' lives 

at risk are developing not only internationally but also within countries. Within the framework 

of this study, this can be seen in the case of the Republics of Turkey and Uzbekistan. The fact 

that the penal codes of Turkey and Uzbekistan have appropriate punishment mechanisms for 

this crime shows that public health and interests are protected in these countries. 

Producing and selling medicines in a way that endangers the life and health of 

individuals is a serious offense. Such actions can lead to serious consequences for those who 

consume dangerous products, including injury or even death. It is therefore crucial that 

regulatory agencies are vigilant in identifying and punishing those who engage in these illegal 

activities to protect the health and safety of individuals and communities. 
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