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BOIII MYXAPPUP:

HcanoBa ®epysa TysKHuHOBHA

TAXPUP XAU'BATH:

07.00.00-TAPUX ®AHJ/IAPU:

HOngameB AuBap IJprameBdd - Tapux ¢aHaapu
JIOKTOpH, cHécud daHsap HoM30A4H, mpodeccop,
V36exkucton Pecny6siukacu [IpesugeHTH
Xy3ypujaru /laBiaT 601IKapyBU aKaZleMHUsCH;

MagsianoB YkTaM MaxmacabupoBUd - Tapux
danapu  gokTopH, mTpodeccop, Y36eKHCTOH
Pecnny6iukacu I[lpe3upgeHTH Xysypupaaru JlaBaat
O0LIKApyBH aKa/JleMUACH;

XaspaTkyJsioB A6pop - Tapux ¢aHJapu [JOKTOPH,
JIOLEHT, Y36eKUCTOH JaBiaT >Kax0H THJLIapH
YHHUBEPCUTETH.

TypcyHnoB PaBman HopmypaToBud - Tapux dpaHiapu
JIOKTOPH, Y30eKHUCTOH MUJJTUHA YHUBEPCUTETH;

XosukysnoB AxMapxoH boliMaxaMMaTOBHY — TapuXx

danmapy  JOKTOpM,  Y36ekucToH — Musmit
YHuBepcuteTy;
Fa6bpuanbsaH Codbsa MBaHOBHa - Tapux ¢anjapu
JIOKTOPH, JOLIEHT, Y36ekucron Musiini
YHuBepcHuTeTH.

08.00.00-UKTHCOAUET ®AH/IAPH:

KapsnbaeBa Pasa XokabaeBHa - HMKTHUCOAHET
dansapu goktopu, npodeccop, TOUIKEHT JaBjaT
HUKTHCOJUET YHUBEPCUTETH;

HacupxomxaeBa /[lunadppys CabuTxaHoBHA -
UKTUCOAUET  daHIapu  AOKTOpH, Tpodeccop,
TolwKeHT AaBIaT UKTUCOAUET YHUBEPCUTETH;
OCTOHOKYJI0B Azamar AbaykapuMoBUY -
UKTUCOAUET  daHIapu  AOKTOpH, mpodeccop,
TolKeHT MOJINS UHCTUTYTH;

Apa6oB Hypasu YpasnoBud - UKTUCOAMET daHIapH
Joktopy, npodeccop, CamapkaHj  JAaBJjar
YHUBEPCUTETH;

XypoiikyoB CagupanH KapuMoBUY — UKTUCOAUET
daHymapu  JOKTOpH, Ao0LeHT, TOIIKeHT [AaBJjaT
UKTUCOAUET YHUBEPCUTETH;

A3usog lllep30oJ YKTaMOBUY - UKTUCOAUET paHIapu
JIOKTOpPH, [JIOLEHT, Y306ekucrtoH Pecnyb6ankacu
BoXX0Ha MHCTUTYTH;

XoxkaeB A3u3xoH CauJaJ0XOHOBUY — HKTHCOAUET
dansapu gokTOpH, AoueHT, PapFoHa MOJUTEXHUKA
WHCTUTYTHU

XoJsioB AkTaM XaTaMOBHY — UKTUCOAUET daHIapu
6yinya ¢ancada goktopu (PhD), ponenr,
V36exucron Pecny6mkacu [Ipe3useHTH
Xy3ypugaru /laBiaT 601IKapyBH aKaJAeMUsICH;
[MagueBa /Jlungopa XaMuAOBHA - UWKTUCOLUET
dannapu 6yiinya dgascada gokropu (PhD), roueHT
B.6, TOIIKEHT MOJIMA UHCTUTYTH;

[MakapoB KysamaT AwWMWpPOBUY - UKTUCOLUET
daHsapu HOM304M, [JOLEHT, TOLIKeHT axOopoT
TEXHOJIOTUAJIAPHA YHUBEPCUTETH

09.00.00-PA/ICADPA PAHJIAPHU:

XakuMoB Hazap XakumoBuY - dpasicada dansapu
JoKTopH, npodeccop, TOUIKEHT AaBJaT UKTUCOAUET
YHUBEPCUTETH;

AxmunukoB  Kypaboit - pancadpa  dansapu
JIOKTODH, npodeccop, CamapkaHj  JaBJjat
YHUBEPCUTETH;

FaitoynsnaeB Otabexk MyxammajueBud - dascada
¢dannapu gokropy, npodeccop, CamapkaHz JaBjaaT
YeT TUJIJIAP UHCTUTYTH;

CanpoBa KaMousia YckaH6aeBHa - pasicada daHntapu
Joktopy, “Tashkent International University of
Education” xankapo yHHUBepCUTETH;

XomuMxoHOB MyMuH - pasicada daHsmapu J0KTOPH,
JoueHT, ’Kr33ax nejlarornka UHCTUTYTH;

Vpokosa Oiicynys amonuaguHoBHa - dascada
daHsapu  JOKTOPH, [OLEHT, AHAMXKOH JaBjaT

TUGOUET  HMHCTUTYTH,  MKTUMOMH-ryMaHUTap
dansap kadeapacu Myaupy;
HocupxomxaeBa  ['yiHopa — A6aykaxxapoBHa —

dancada dannapu HoM30A4u, JAoLeHT, TOIIKEHT
JlaBJIaT IOPUAUK YHUBEPCUTETH;

Typaues Bexpy3 CobupoBud - pascada dangapu
oyiinya dpancada gokropu (PhD), nouent, Byxopo
JlaBJIaT YHUBEPCUTETH.

10.00.00-PH/10JIOTHA PAHJIAPH:

AxmenoB Oiibek Camop6aeBud - duiosorus
¢dansapu goKTOPH, Npodeccop, Y36eKUCTOH AaBJaT
»KaXOH TUJIJIAPU YHUBEPCUTETH;

KyuumoB Ulyxpat HopkusuysoBu4y - ¢usosorus
daHsapu JOKTOpH, [AOLEHT, TOUIKeHT JaBJjaT
IOpUJUK YHUBEPCUTETH;

Xacanos lllaBkaT AxazioBuY - ¢ustosorus GpaHaapu
JoKTopy,  mnpodeccop, CamapkaHz  fgaBjat
YHHUBEPCUTETH;

BaxpoHoBa [Juipa6o KenguépoBHa - ¢usosorus
daHsapu fOKTOPH, Tpodeccop, Y36eKUCTOH AaBJaT
»KaXOH TUJIJIAPU YHUBEPCUTETH;

MupcanoB Fait6ynno Kyimypogosuu - ¢usosorus
dansnapu gokropy, npodeccop, CaMapKaHz JaBjaaT
YeT TU/IJIap UHCTUTYTH;

CamaxytauHoBa Mymappad HWcamyTauHOBHA -

dunosorus paHsapu HOM30H, AoueHT, CaMapKaH/
JlaBJlaT YHUBEPCUTETH;
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KyukapoB Paxman YpmaHoBu4 - ¢uoorus
daHsapu HOM30AH, AOIeHT B/6, TOKeHT AaBaaT
I0PU/IUK YHUBEPCUTETH;

OHycoB MaHcyp A6ayninaeBud - QUIOJIOTHUSA
dannapy HoM3ogu, Y3bekucTtoH Pecny6/ukacu
[Ipeaugentu xysypugaru JasiaT 6olIKapyBU
aKaJIeMHUsICH;

CaugoB Yayroek ApunoBud - ¢uaosnorusa danaapu
HOM30ZHM, JOLeHT, Y36eKHCTOH Pecny6/uKkacu
[Ipeaugentu xysypugaru JaBiaaTt 6olIKapyBU
aKaJIeMHSICH.

12.00.00-1OPH/JUK ®AHJ/IAP:

AxmenmaeBa Masioga AxaTOBHA -  HOPUJAMK
dannap gokropu, npodeccop, TouUIKeHT AaBaaT
IOPUJUK YHUBEPCUTETH;

MyxuTtauHoBa ®upio3a A6AypallnioBHA — PUIUK
dannap gokropu, npodeccop, ToumkeHT AaBaaT
IOPUJUK YHUBEPCUTETH;

JcanoBa 3amupa HopmypoToBHa - opuuK $aHIap
JoKTopH, npodeccop, Y36ekucTon Pecny6aukacuza
XU3MaT KypcaTraH IOpPUCT, TOWIKeHT JaBJaT
IOPUJUK YHUBEPCUTETH;

XampokysnoB baxoaup MamamapudoBuY - IOpUAUK
dannap pgoktopw, mnpodeccop B.6., KaxoH
WKTUCOAUETH Ba AUILJIOMATHUS YHUBEPCUTETH;
3ynduxkopoB Ilep3ox XyppaMoBUY - HOPUIHUK
danmap  gokTopH, mpodeccop, Y36eKHUCTOH
Pecny6inkacu Kamoar XaBQCUBJIUTH
VHUBEPCUTETH;

XaniuToB XymBakT Canap6aeBud - 0pUAUK paHaap
JOKTOpH, mpodeccop, ¥Y36exucToH Pecny6imkacu
[lpesuseHTy xy3ypugaru JaeiaT GolKapyBU
aKaZleMHUsICH;

AcapoB lllaBkaT FaibysiaeBuY - WOPUAUK daHIAp
JIOKTOpH, [IOLIeHT, Y36eKMCTOH Pecmy6ukacu
[lpesupeHTn xy3ypugarud JlaBjaT GOIIKApyBH
aKa/leMusicy;

YTemypaToB MaxMyT AXHMypaTOBUY - HOPHUAUK
daunynap HoM3oau, npodeccop, TOWIKEeHT AaBjaT
I0pU/IUK YHUBEPCUTETH;

CanipynnaeB Illax3on  AMMXaHOBUY —  IOPUJAMK
dansap Homsoau, npodeccop, TOIIKEHT JaBjaT
IOPU/IUK YHUBEPCUTETH;

XakumoB Komus BaxTusipoBu4 - OpUAMK daHIap
JOKTOpPH, /JOLleHT, TOUIKEHT JaBJaT HPUAUK
YHUBEPCUTETH;

HOcynos Capgop6ek baxoaupoBud - HOPUINK
danmap [JgokTopH, [JgoueHT, TOWKEHT JaBjiaT
IOPU/IUK YHUBEPCUTETH;

AmvupoB 3adap AkTamMoBUY - WOpUAMK aHIAp
6yiiya dancada mgoktopu (PhD), V3Gexucron
Pecny6sinkacu Cyabsinap 0JI1i KeHrauu
xy3ypugaru Cyabsijiap oJTMi MaKTabu;

Kypaes llep3oxn HOnpameBuy - wpuAuk danHmap
HOM30/H, [JoueHT, TOIKeHT JaBjaT OPUAHK
YHUBEPCUTETH;

BabamxaHoB ATabek /laBpOHOEKOBUY - HOPUJUK
daHsap HOM30JM, [JOLEHT, TOIIKEeHT JaBJjaT
IOPUAUK YHUBEPCUTETH;

PaxmatoB Jnép XKymaboeBuY - 10puUAUK ¢aHIap
HOM30/11, TOIKEHT JaB/aT WPUAUK YHUBEPCUTETH;

13.00.00-IIEJAT'OTHKA ®AHJ/IAPH:

XamumoBa JuibJapxoH YpUHO60eBHA — MeJlaroruka
dansapu gokrtopu, npodeccop, TomkeHT AaBjaT
IOpUAUK YHUBEPCUTETH;

H6parumosa 'ysiHOpa XaBa3aMaToOBHA - MeJjaroruka
dansapu gokrtopu, npodeccop, TomkeHT AaBjaT
UKTUCOAUET YHUBEPCUTETH;

3akupoBa ®Pepysa MaxmyzoBHa - meJaroruka
dansnapu JIOKTOpPH, TolKeHT axbopoT
TEXHOJIOTUSIIAapU  YHUBEPCUTETH  Xy3ypHJaru
nejaroruk KaJZijpJlapHd KailTa Talépsaam Ba
YJIapHUHT MaJlaKaCHHU OLIMPUII TAPMOK, MapKa3y;

KaromoBa Hacuba AmypoBHa - mejaroruka
dannapu jokrtopu, npodeccop, Kapmu jasiaar
YHUBEPCUTETH;

TarinanoBa Illoxupa 3aliHMeBHa - IeJaroruka
daHapy LOKTOPH, LOLEHT;

Kymanuészosa Myxaié ToxueBHa - mNeAaroruka
daHsapu AOKTOpH, JOLIEHT, Y30eKUCTOH JaBjaT
YKaXxOH TUJIJIapU YHUBEPCUTETY;

H6paxumoB CaHkap YpyHOGaeBUdY - mejaroruka
dansapu JokTopu, HKTHCOAMET Ba mNeJaroruka
YHUBEPCUTETH;

’KaBaueBa llaxHo3a baxogupoBHa - mnejarorvka
dannmapu 6yiimya dancada goxtopu (PhD),
CamapkaHp laBjaT yHUBEPCUTETY;

Bo6omypoToBa JlatodaT JsMypoaoBHA -
nejarorvka ¢ansapu 6yhuda ¢ascada AOKTOpHU
(PhD), CamapkaHA faBJjaT yHUBEPCUTETH.

19.00.00-[ICUX0/IOTHA ®PAHJIAPH:

KapumoBa Bacuia MamMaHOCMpOBHA - NCUXO0JIOTUA
danapu foktopy, npodeccop, Husomuit Homuaru
ToulkeHT AaB/aT Nejaroruka yHUBepCUTETH;

XaitutoB Oitbek JuboeBud - KucMoHU# Tapbus Ba
cnopT 6yinya MyTaxacCUCJapHU KalTa TahépJall
Ba MaJIaKaCHHMW OLIMPHUII MHCTUTYTH, NCUXOJIOTUSA
danHsapu gokTopH, mpodeccop

YMmapoBa Ham6axop [llokupoBHa - NCHUXOJIOTUS
dansapu fokTopH, JoueHT, Husomuit Homujaru
TomkeHT [JaBjaT MNejaroruka yHHUBEPCUTETH,
Awmasnuit ncuxosoruscu kadeapacu Myaupy;

AtabaeBa Hapruc bBatupoBHa - mcuxoJorus
dansapu fokTopH, JoueHT, Husomuit Homuparu
ToukeHT AaB/iaT Nejaroruka yHUBepCUTETH;

[llamiieToBa AmxuMm KapamagauHoBHa -
MICUXO0JIOTUS dansapu JIOKTOpH, JIOIIEHT,
V36ekucron JaBJaT JKaXoH TUJLJIApU
YHUBEPCUTETH;
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Kopupos 06up CadapoBud - ncuxosiorusi dpanaapu
noktopu (PhD), Camapkanz Bunosit UMB Tu66uéT
6YJIMMH IICUXO0JIOTUK XU3MaT OOLIIUFU.

22.00.00-COLHOJIOTHA PAHJIAPHU:

JlatunoBa Hogupa MyxTapKaHOBHA — COLMOJIOTUS
dannapu  JgokTopu, npodeccop, Y306eKUCTOH
MWLM YHUBEPCUTETH Kadeapa My IUpY;

CeuTtoB Azamar IIy1aTOBHY - coLpo/I0THs daHaapU

JoKTopH, mnpodeccop, Y36eKUCTOH  MUJJIUHR
YHUBEPCUTETH;

ComnukoBa llloxuma MapxaGoeBHa - COLIMOJIOTHSA
dansapu  AoKTOpH, Tmpodeccop, Y36eKUCTOH
XaJIKapo UCJIOM aKaleMUSICH.

23.00.00-CHECHUH ®AHJIAP

HazapoB Hacpuaaun ATtaky/oBud —cuécuid daHiap
noktopy, dpasicadpa daHsmapu JoKTopH, npodeccop,
ToUKeHT apXUTEKTYypa KYPUIULI UHCTUTYTH;
ByTaeB YcMoHk0H XalpyJsiaeBUY —cuécuit dpaHsap
JLOKTOpH, JIOLIEHT, V36ekucTon MUJLIUA
yHUBepcUTeTH KadeZpa MyAUDH.

OAK PyiixaTu

Maskyp xxypHas Bazupsiap Maxkamacu xy3ypugaru Oyniui atrecranus komuccusicu PaécatuHunr 2022
v 30 Hos6paru 327 /5-coH Kapopu GU/IaH Tapux, UKTUCOAMET, dasicada, Ppusiosiorus, OpUIUK Ba
nejarorvka gpaHaapu 6yinda WIMUN gapaxaap 6yinda gyuccepTalysiap aCOCUNA HATKAJTapHUHU 40Tl
3TUILI TaBCUs 3TUJITaH UWIMHUH HallpJap pyixaTura KUpUTUITaH.

WkTUMoOu-ryMaHUTAp PpaHIaPHUHT
A0J13ap6 MyaMMOoJIapu”~ 3JIEKTPOH
KypHasn 2020 kui 6 aBryct KyHu 1368-
COHJIYM TYBOXHOMa OUJIaH JaBJaT
pyHxaTUra oOJIMHIaH.

Myaccuc: “SCIENCEPROBLEMS TEAM”
MacCbhbyJUATH YEeKJaHTaH KaMUSTH

TaxpupuaT MaH3WJIM:

100070. TowkeHT Wwaxpu, Akkacapou
TyMmaHy, Knuuk bemérou kydacu, 70/10-
yH. JJIEKTPOH MaH3UJI:
scienceproblems.uz@gmail.com

Bors1aHu y4yH TesiedoHIap:
(99) 602-09-84 (telegram).
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YOZISH BO'YICHA KO'RSATMALARNI TAKOMILLASHTIRISHDA
ZAMONAVIY AMERIKA INGLIZ TILI KORPUSINING (COCA) ROLI

Radjabova Gulnoza Giyosiddinovna
0’zD]TU, Ingliz tili nazariy aspektlari #1 kafedrasi katta o’qituvchisi

Annotatsiya. EFL talabalarining aksariyati uchun eng qiyin til mahorati ularning so'z boyligi repertuarining
cheklanganligi va yanada rivojlangan so'z birikmalaridan foydalanishga nisbatan noaniqligi sababli yozish
mahorati hisoblanadi. Ushbu magqola yozishni o'rgatishda Kokaning qo'llanilishi bo'yicha eksperimental
tadqgiqotlarni o'rganadi, uning so'z boyligini oshirish, grammatik aniqglikni oshirish, janrga xos yozish
ko'nikmalarini targ'ib qilish va umumiy yozish qobiliyatini rivojlantirishdagi roliga e'tibor qaratadi.

Kalit so'zlar: COCA corpus, leksik murakkablik, yozma ko'rsatma, EFL darslari, kollokvium, kalit so’z kontekstga
(KWIC).

DOI: https://doi.org/10.47390/SPR1342V416Y2024N102

Introduction. The use of corpora in language teaching has gained prominence in recent
years, with the Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA) emerging as a particularly
valuable resource. COCA, having been developed by Mark Davies at Brigham Young University,
is a comprehensive and widely-used corpus containing over billion words of text from a variety
of genres, including spoken language, fiction, popular magazines, newspapers, and academic
texts [6, p. 467]. Therefore, in order to refine learners’ writing quality, the experimental
research with the use of the online Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA) has been
carried out among 50 3rd-year students from Uzbekistan State world Languages University
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(UzSWLU)L During the experimental study students were given writing task and exercises
based on the usage of COCA. The results of this study are important as they suggest to EFL
instructors that the COCA implementation can enhance students' writing skills via development
of their vocabulary repertoire and the use of advanced structures. Additionally, there is value
in integrating the COCA corpus into the writing curriculum as a dependable resource for
expanding students' vocabulary and enhancing their lexical precision.

Traditional vocabulary instruction in Uzbekistan primarily emphasizes the presentation
of the main meanings, part of speech, or, at best, a few example sentences. Due to a lack of
language environment and sufficient input, students often understand the meaning of words
but are unaware of their usage, grammatical construction, and semantic and pragmatic patterns
[5, p- 14]. In short, students can recognize the meaning of words in context but do not know
how to use them correctly and actively in spoken or written English, leading to disappointing
outcomes despite significant effort.

The development of corpus linguistics has provided a breakthrough in this impasse.
Corpus linguistics relies on data to analyze and understand how language is used by speakers.
Large text collections reveal patterns in words, grammar, and discourse. According to N. B.
Ataboev, the corpus is “a collection of collected and sorted texts, ordered by language, genre,
author’s factor” which means that with the help of computers, these texts can be processed in
seconds, especially when tagged for parts of speech or specific information [2, p. 38]. Romer
(2009) asserts that “corpus linguistics can make a difference for language learning and teaching
and that it has immense potential to improve pedagogical practice” [14, p. 84].

The benefits of using corpora are numerous. First, corpora provide access to authentic
data and show frequency patterns of words and grammar constructions. These patterns can
improve language materials or be used directly in teaching. Second, features unique to corpora,
such as concordance and salience, help students notice and process words in chunks, which
enhances their awareness of collocations and facilitates lexical output. Third, students’
observation, analysis, and interpretation of corpus data promote autonomy and offer
opportunities to develop their cognitive skills [3, p. 83-86]. It also helps to renovate “teaching
the Uzbek language as a foreign language (or as a second language) and to obtain a high-level
qualification of learners”. [1, p. 132]. Thus, data-driven instruction helps learners build
metalinguistic awareness, improve lexical output, and pursue autonomous study. Therefore,
this paper aims to demonstrate how the Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA) can
be utilized in vocabulary instruction.

Methods. This experimental study used the features of online corpora related to lexical
sophistication and integrated the Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA) into the
writing curriculum for the students of UzSWLU. COCA was selected for its substantial benefits,
including being one of the largest online corpora and being user-friendly regardless of one's
linguistic expertise. It provides a clear display of word frequency across five registers: spoken,
news, academic, fiction, and magazine [4, pp.534-572]. Additionally, the corpus is tagged for
parts of speech, allowing users to quickly find and verify the correct usage of target words.
Specifically for this study, COCA aids UZSWLU learners in enhancing their lexical sophistication

! The experimental study was carried out in the first faculty of the English language, USWLU, among the 3" year
students majoring in 60111800 - Xorijiy til va adabiyoti (ingliz tili) (Foreign language and literature (English language)).
Dalolatnoma (Act): June 30, 2022.
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by comparing word frequencies and selecting low-frequency synonyms and more precise,
sophisticated terms [4, p. 562].

After dividing 50 students into two groups, namely, into an experimental and control
group, the students were suggested to take a pre-writing test. Analysis of the results illustrated
no significant differences between the two groups (p=0.72). The next phase of the experimental
study involved training the experimental group on how to use COCA [8, pp. 234-267]. There
were two classes when various aspects, including COCA registration, word frequency across
genres exploration, appropriate word collocations identification, word usage contexts
comparisons, and Key Words in the Context (KWIC) inquiry, namely, the study of how words
can be constructed into grammatically correct structures [15, p. 25-27]. The training involved
watching instructional videos on each feature, followed by practical exercises focusing on
modeling, rehearsal, and application [7]. These training sessions were integrated into the
writing syllabus under the cohesion lesson. Initially, students learned about different types of
grammar and lexical cohesive devices and their impact on writing quality [9, pp. 385-414]. The
research then concentrated on three specific lexical cohesive devices: near synonyms,
collocations, and word formation, as the inquiry types mentioned earlier can assist in
identifying these devices accurately. Studies have shown that these lexical cohesive devices
enhance the quality of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) writing [11, pp.149-161].

For example, the Figure 1 illustrates the process of selecting sophisticated words,
specifically the search for the collocability of the noun “goal” with the synonyms of the verb
“succeed”. The fixed word “goal” is typed in the word bar, while “succeed” is typed in the
collocate bar. According to COCA's notation, the use of [=] a word helps to search for synonyms.
The resulting table displays words that best collocate with “goal,” sorted by frequency of use
from highest to lowest. The students then select the most contextually appropriate and
sophisticated word. In this case, “achieve” (1890 occurrences) and “accomplish” (601
occurrences) are the best options, with “accomplish” being the more sophisticated choice due
to its lower frequency and greater precision.
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List Chart Word Browse |Collocates| Compare KWIC -

goal Word/phrase

=succesd Collocates
+|al3]2]1]oMo|1]2]3]a]+]

Find collocates Reset

[l Sections Sort/Limit Options

s O weswows | meB
1 Li ] ACHIEVE 1890 |
2z Li ] ACCOMPLSH 601 |
3 Li ] WORK 497 |
4 0 WIN 373 [ |
5 i ] SUCCEED 49 | |
] i ] FOLLOW a8 |
7 0 REPLACE 32 [ |
g 0 TRIUMPH [ |
a Li ] THRIVE 3] |
10 Li ] PROSPER 2
" Li ] FLOURISH 2
12 0 SUPPLANT 1

I A S

Figure 1. The process of searching the word collocability

Students were taught how to utilize the COCA corpus to search for synonyms,
collocations, and various word forms, enabling them to choose more precise and sophisticated
vocabulary. This approach aimed to enhance their writing with lexical diversity and
sophistication while ensuring accuracy. Following the training phase, the experimental group
applied the COCA corpus in their writing process for compare-contrast, cause-effect, and
persuasion essays. Meanwhile, the control group continued with their regular English writing
classes.

Both groups completed their initial and revised drafts in the lab. Observations revealed
that the experimental group utilized the corpus more during the editing process than during
the initial drafting. Their proficiency in using the corpus improved progressively across
different writing types. At the end of the course, both groups underwent a post-test writing
assessment.

The experimental study analyzed about 200 essays using an analytic writing rubric
focusing on content, unity, sentence fluency, word choice, and mechanics. Writing outcomes
were classified according to a standard grading scale. Essays produced during the intervention
were categorized into compare-contrast, cause-effect, and persuasion types. The VocabProfile
tool was employed to assess the lexical sophistication of both groups’ word choices by
comparing them against various word frequency lists [13, pp. 307-322]. The study utilized the
COCA (25k) word level list developed by Davies (2010), which combines vocabulary lists from
the COCA [6, pp- 447-464].
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The list includes 25 levels of vocabulary sophistication. Levels 1 and 2 encompass the
least sophisticated words, which are among the first 2,000 most commonly used words and are
labeled as High Frequency Vocabulary (HFV) [10, pp.171-188]. Levels 3 to 9 contain more
sophisticated words that are frequently used by native speakers and secondary students; these
words are the focus of this study and are labeled as Mid Frequency Vocabulary (MFV) [16, pp.
484-503]. Levels 10 to 25 consist of the most sophisticated words, identified as Low Frequency
Vocabulary (LFV) [12, pp.27-51]. These words are often technical and specific to certain
disciplines, making them unlikely to appear in the academic writing of freshman students. The
results for each word level are presented as percentage values.

For content analysis, three essays of varying performance levels were randomly selected
from each rhetorical mode category. Poor and excellent essays were excluded due to their rarity
or absence. The results are discussed in the subsequent section.

Results. COCA provides a rich source of authentic language examples, making it an
excellent tool for vocabulary acquisition. Teachers can use COCA to help students identify and
learn new words in context. For instance, students can search for a specific word or phrase and
see how it is used in different contexts across various genres. This exposure to authentic usage
helps students understand the nuances and connotations of words, enhancing their ability to
use them appropriately in their writing.

In our experimental study VocabProfile tool for textual analysis was used. This tool
shows not only the frequency level percentage but also provides a table of words used from
each level. (See Table 1.) The qualitative findings revealed that the control group’s average
essays included words only from the 2nd (HFV) and 3rd (MFV) levels. In contrast, the
experimental group’s average essays contained words from the 3rd level and beyond (MFV).
Additionally, the control group’s satisfactory performance essays featured lexical items from
the 4th level, but this was limited to the compare-contrast and cause-effect corpus. These
students also used synonyms and collocations from the 2nd and 3rd levels. Conversely, the
experimental group’s satisfactory essays demonstrated the ability to use appropriate words
from the 4th level and beyond. The control group’s very good essays included vocabulary from
the 4th level and beyond, such as synonyms and collocations, but these were fewer compared
to those in the experimental group's very good essays. Extracts from different rhetorical modes
and writing performance levels are presented in Tables 1and 2, highlighting the differences in
word choice sophistication between the two groups.
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level for the controlled group.
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Level TOTAL UNIQUE
# words | % cumul % | # words | % cumul %
GSL 1k 247 75.3% | 75.3% 132 65% |65%
GSL 2k 26 7.9% |832% 23 11.3% | 76.4%
Total for GSL | 273 83.2% | B3 2% 155 76 4% | 76 4%
WL 1 0 0% 83.2% 0 0% 76.4%
AWL 2 2 £% |83.8% 2 1% 7T7.3%
WL 3 1 3% | B4.1% 1 05% |77.8%
AWL 4 2 6% |B48% 2 1% 78.8%
AWL 5 1 3% | 851% 1 0.5% |79.3%
AWL B 0 0% 85 1% 0 0% 79.3%
AWL 7 1 0.3% |854% 1 0.5% |79.8%
AWL 8 0 0% 85.4% 0 0% 79.8%
AWL 9 1 0.3% |857% 1 0.5% |80.3%
WL 10 0 0% 85.7% 0 0% 80.3%
Total for AWL | 8 2.4% |857% 8 39% |80.3%
Proper nouns | 1 03% |85% 1 5% |808%
Off-list 46 14% | 100% 39 19.2% | 100%
NMumbers 2 ! 2 ! f
Totals 330 100% | 100% 205 100% | 100%
Table 1. Number of words (total and unique) in each
Level TOTAL UNIQUE
# words | % cumul % || # words | % cumul %
GSL 1k 219 76.3% | 76 3% 117 64 3% | 64 3%
GSL 2k 12 4.2% |80.5% 12 6.6% |70.9%
Total for GSL | 231 80.5% | 80.5% 129 70.9% | 70.9%
WL 1 8 2.8% |83.3% 4.4% |75.3%
AWL 2 3 % 84 3% 3 16% |769%
WL 3 1 0.2% |84.7% 1 0.5% |77.5%
WL 4 2 0.7% |854% 2 11% | 78.6%
AWL 5 1 0.3% |857% 1 05% |791%
AWL 6 1 0.2% |86.1% 1 0.5% |79.7%
AWL 7 0 0% 86 1% 0 0% 79.7%
WL 8 1 0.2% |86.4% 1 0.5% |80.2%
AWL 9 1 0.3% |86 8% 1 05% |808%
WL 10 2 0.7% |87.5% 2 1.1% | 81.9%
Total for AWL | 20 7% 87 5% 20 1% [ 81.9%
Proper nouns | 0 0% 87 5% 0 0% 81.9%
Off-list 36 12.5% | 100% 33 18.1% | 100%
Mumbers 1 ! 1
Totals 288 100% | 100% 183 100% | 100%
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Table 2. Number of words (total and unique) in each level
for the experimental group.

Our experimental study has shown that in classroom settings, students who regularly
used COCA showed significant improvement in their vocabulary. By analyzing word frequency
and collocations, students were able to learn which words commonly appear together and how
they are used in different contexts. This not only expanded their vocabulary but also improved
their ability to construct more natural and sophisticated sentences. Grammar is also a critical
component of writing, and COCA can be a powerful tool for improving grammatical accuracy.
Teachers can use COCA to create exercises that focus on specific grammatical structures, such
as verb tenses, prepositions, or sentence patterns. By analyzing authentic examples from COCA,
students can see how these structures are used in real-life contexts, which helps them
understand and apply grammatical rules more effectively.

Discussion. The findings of this study highlight the multifaceted applications of COCA in
teaching writing. By enhancing vocabulary acquisition, improving grammatical accuracy,
promoting genre-specific writing skills, and fostering overall writing proficiency, COCA proves
to be a valuable tool for language educators. The authentic language examples provided by the
corpus enable students to engage with real-world language use, making their learning
experience more relevant and effective.

One of the key strengths of COCA is its comprehensive and diverse collection of texts,
which allows for a wide range of applications in writing instruction. However, it is important
for teachers to guide students in effectively using the corpus. Students need to develop the skills
to search for and analyze corpus data, which requires some initial training and practice.
Teachers play a crucial role in facilitating this process and helping students make the most of
the corpus.

Conclusion. Thus, this research investigated how an online corpus impacted the word
selection and writing proficiency of UzZSWLU students. The study involved incorporating the
COCA into the writing curriculum of the 3rd year students of UzSWLU. Following training on
utilizing the corpus, the experimental group employed it in drafting various types of essays in
the writing classes. Results showed that students in the experimental group exhibited enhanced
writing skills and used more advanced vocabulary from the Mid Frequency Level (MFV), which
includes words commonly used by native adults or secondary students.

The study revealed a positive link between writing quality and lexical sophistication,
emphasizing the importance of a rich vocabulary in effective writing. While the experimental
group continued to demonstrate improved writing performance even after the corpus was
removed, they used fewer High Frequency Vocabulary (HFV) terms and more MFV terms
compared to the control group, though not significantly higher. This suggests that while
sophisticated vocabulary is crucial for good writing, other linguistic factors also play a role.

In conclusion, the COCA corpus proves to be a valuable tool for enhancing students' word choice
and improving writing quality. It is recommended to integrate COCA into EFL writing curricula.
Future studies should consider exploring the long-term effects of using the COCA corpus on
expanding students' sophisticated vocabulary range. The applications of the Corpus of
Contemporary American English (COCA) for teaching writing are extensive and multifaceted.
By providing authentic language examples, COCA enhances vocabulary acquisition, improves
grammatical accuracy, promotes genre-specific writing skills, and fosters overall writing
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proficiency. While there are challenges in integrating COCA into the classroom, the benefits for
students’ writing development are substantial.
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