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Introduction

One of the important areas of linguistics is syntax, which has attracted the attention of
many researchers in the classification of interrogative sentences and the identification of their
characteristics. Interrogative sentences play a crucial role in human communication, as they
are considered an important tool in the process of knowledge acquisition. However, the
complexity and multifaceted nature of interrogative sentences require various approaches to
their classification. Although different theories have been proposed in the linguistic literature
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regarding the formal and semantic classification of interrogative sentences, many problems and
ambiguities still exist in this area. It is necessary to consider interrogative sentences not only
in terms of their superficial structure but also in light of their contextual and pragmatic aspects.
Additionally, the logical and semantic peculiarities of interrogative sentences, as well as how
they are perceived in various cultural and social contexts, should also be taken into account.
From this perspective, the classification of interrogative sentences is considered a relevant
issue in linguistic analysis, both theoretically and practically.

Interrogative sentences hold significant importance in linguistics, serving as a crucial
tool for communication. They are one of the primary means of acquiring knowledge and
understanding. Through interrogative sentences, interlocutors have the opportunity to clarify
and specify information that is unknown or unclear. As a means of communication,
interrogative sentences are an integral part of interactions between individuals. They play a
vital role in continuing conversations, clarifying the thoughts of the interlocutor, and
strengthening mutual understanding.

From the perspective of language structures, interrogative sentences are important
objects in studying the complexities of syntactic structures, intonation, semantics, and
pragmatics. They allow for the analysis of how language functions and performs various roles.
Functionally, interrogative sentences are used not only to obtain information but also to
prompt the interlocutor into action, attract attention, and manage the conversation.
Interrogative sentences are goal-oriented, as the questioner aims for a specific objective, such
as obtaining confirmation or denial, identifying reasons, checking possibilities, and so on.

Interrogative sentences are used and perceived differently across various social and
cultural contexts. Their application and understanding can vary due to intercultural differences.
Therefore, studying interrogative sentences in linguistics is considered important and
necessary for the overall theory of language. They are an inseparable part of communication,
understanding, and knowledge processes, and are widely applied in various fields of linguistics.

In the field of linguistics, there are several Western, Russian, and Uzbek linguists who
have conducted scientific research on the classification of interrogative sentences. Notably, the
ideas of the English linguist Noam Chomsky, who developed generative grammar and made
significant contributions to the study of the structure of interrogative sentences, differ from
those of Herbert Paul Grice, who is known for his communicative approach and the study of
meaning and context in the questioning process. Grice emphasizes the pragmatic aspects of the
questioning and answering process. According to Noam Chomsky, “Interrogative sentences are
of great importance in identifying the universal properties of syntactic structures.”[1]

Chomsky's transformational grammar theory introduces specific rules for the formation
of interrogative sentences. According to him, “Any interrogative sentence is derived from a
basic (underlying) structure, which is a transformation of a simple declarative sentence.”[1]
For example, in English, questions are formed through processes such as “wh-movement” and
“auxiliary inversion”:

1. Wh-movement: In interrogative sentences, the question word (who, what, where, etc.)
is moved to the beginning of the sentence.

2. Auxiliary inversion: The auxiliary verb swaps places with the subject, for example, “He
is coming” becomes “Is he coming?”
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Chomsky emphasizes that interrogative sentences play a crucial role in understanding
the differences between the deep and surface structures of language. By analyzing interrogative
sentences, he has significantly contributed to the study of how the human brain processes
language and how grammatical structures are formed.

Furthermore, according to Chomsky’s theory of universal grammar, there are certain
common rules governing the formation of interrogative sentences across all languages, which
helps explain the human capacity for acquiring natural language. This perspective underscores
the innate linguistic abilities of humans and the underlying similarities that exist among diverse
languages in their syntactic structures.[1]

Herbert Paul Grice, on the other hand, has discussed the role of interrogative sentences
within the framework of communication theory. Although Grice primarily focused on meaning,
communication, and pragmatics, his concepts of the cooperative principle and implicature can
also be applied to the analysis of interrogative sentences.[2]

Grice suggests that people act logically in conversations while adhering to the
cooperative principle. According to him, “This principle encompasses four maxims: quantity,
quality, relevance, and manner.”[2] Interrogative sentences are used as a means to obtain
information or advance the conversation through these maxims:

1. Quantity: Interrogative sentences are used to request the necessary amount of
information from the interlocutor. For example, the question “Where are you going?” expects a
specific and sufficient answer.

2. Quality: Through interrogative sentences, the questioner aims to obtain clear and
accurate information. According to this maxim, the answer must correspond to the truth. For
instance, “How to get to the station?” (Go to the right and turn left. Walk straight and turn left.)

3. Relevance: Interrogative sentences should be appropriate to the content of the
conversation. For example, the question “Why were you late?” is relevant to the ongoing topic
of discussion.

4. Manner: Interrogative sentences should be clear, understandable, and concise.

Grice also explains that implicature (hidden meaning) can be generated through
interrogative sentences. Beyond the surface meaning of a question, it can convey implicit
meanings as well. For example, the question “What should be done in this situation?” may
actually imply a request for guidance or advice.

Thus, Grice plays a significant role in explaining the pragmatic aspects of interrogative
sentences, specifically how they can be used to obtain and provide information in
communication. His cooperative principles and theory of implicature are crucial for the analysis
of interrogative sentences.[2]

A.A. Zalevskaya has analyzed the structure, function, and syntactic and pragmatic
characteristics of interrogative sentences in the field of Russian linguistics. Zalevskaya
emphasizes that interrogative sentences play an important role in the process of learning and
using language. According to her, “Interrogative sentences serve as a means to acquire new
information and expand existing knowledge, facilitating the exchange of information and
understanding between interlocutors during the communication process. They are essential for
increasing students' interest in language learning and ensuring their active participation.”[3]

From her perspective regarding knowledge acquisition:
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- Kak Ha3biBaeTcs 3Ta kHura? ("What is the name of this book?") — This question is
posed to obtain new information.

In the communication process:

- Tel moiiaenib c HaMu B kMHO? (“Are you going to the movies with us?”’) — This question
facilitates the exchange of information about the plans of the interlocutors.

From the perspective of language learning:

- Kak ckasatb 310 cioBo no-pyccku? (“How do you say this word in Russian?”) — This
question helps enhance students’ knowledge and supports their active engagement in the
language learning process.

These examples illustrate the functions of interrogative sentences as highlighted by A.A.
Zalevskaya.[ 3]

Thus, Zalevskaya's research sheds light on the significance of interrogative sentences in
language learning and communication.

Literature Review and Methods

Today, the anthropocentric paradigm places human speech at the center of any research,
creating a need to study it from a pragmatic aspect. Based on the aforementioned points, the
types of interrogative sentences, the tools that form them, and their affixes have not been
specifically studied in the Uzbek language. However, some scholars provide incidental
information in their books.

In the second volume of the book “Grammar of the Uzbek Language,” a general definition
of interrogative sentences is given, and it is noted that grammatical tools such as -a, -ya, -da, -
ku, and the interrogative intonation play a significant role in forming interrogative sentences.
Examples are provided to illustrate this point: “0O‘z ixtiyori bilan-a?” (A. Qahhor) and “Demalk,
olg'a garab, garb tomon ekan-da?” (0. Gonchar). Additionally, “Nahotki, buni bizning
sinfimizdagilardan birortasi qilgan bo‘lsa?” (V. Oseeva) and “Nahotki, morze alifbesini
bilmasalaring?” (V. Oseeva) demonstrate the use of these grammatical tools.[8]

However, in the cases of the suffixes -mi and -chi, the role of intonation may not be as
strong, as evidenced by examples such as “Un to‘rt so'm?” and “Saksonta qovungayammi?”
(Oybek).

This analysis highlights the need for a more comprehensive study of interrogative
sentences in the Uzbek language, focusing on their formation, functions, and the pragmatic
aspects that influence their use in communication.

When discussing individuals and objects, it is essential to identify the characteristics and
properties of subjects in interrogative sentences that require clarification about who, what, and
the attributes of objects. In such cases, interrogative pronouns like “ganday” (how), “qaysi”
(which), “qancha” (how much), “necha” (how many), and “nima” (what) serve to determine the
actions or states of being, as well as the location, time, condition, reason, and purpose of the
subjects. The following examples illustrate how these interrogative pronouns fulfill their
primary functions:

1. Kim u, orqangizdan o‘g'ri mushukday, qayga kirib chigmang, poylagan battol? (K.
Simonov)

(“Who is he, lurking behind you like a thief, waiting to pounce?”)

2. Jamiki kambagal halq. Qolni-qo‘lga berib, yaktan bo‘lib tursa, kimning haddi bor!
mardikor olishga? (O‘ybek)
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(“The entire poor people. If they are hand in hand, who has the audacity to hire
laborers?”)

3. G‘azaldan bu kabi zavq olmagan kim? (Uyg‘un)

(“Who has not enjoyed such pleasure from the gazelle?”)

4. Mening benom do‘stim, sog'misiz. Qanday — ozodlik haykali ostida ahvol? (K.
Simonov)

(“My nameless friend, how are you? What is the situation under the statue of liberty?”)

These examples demonstrate how interrogative pronouns are employed to elicit specific
information regarding individuals, their actions, and the context surrounding them, thereby
enriching the discourse and facilitating a deeper understanding of the subjects in question.

The book emphasizes that in some cases, interrogative sentences can be constructed
solely through intonation, the meaning of the sentence, and sometimes with the help of certain
lexical and grammatical elements. The following examples illustrate this idea:

1. “Please allow me to fulfill your order, comrade mayor?”

In this sentence, the interrogative intonation expresses a request for permission in a
dialogue.

2. “Father, have you been daydreaming too much?”

In this question, the intonation conveys information about the relationship between the
speaker and the father, as well as the father's state.

3. “Ali father, you say we have a new household, but starting from today, have you
become rich with new bedding and dishes?”

In this example, the interrogative intonation is used to reflect on Ali's situation and the
new household.

4. “Come here, my son... Are you left behind?”

In this sentence, the intonation is used to ask about the son's situation.

5. “..holding the lantern to his face: — May it be a good path? — he said.

In this example, the interrogative intonation expresses a wish for a safe journey or
permission.

6. “Well, — said Borya, — you didn't go to school today?”

In this question, Borya reflects on the student's absence from school.

These examples demonstrate that interrogative sentences can be constructed not only
with specific interrogative pronouns or grammatical forms but also through intonation and
context. This enriches expression and understanding in the communication process.

Additionally, there has not been extensive scientific research on interrogative sentences
that express suspicion more strongly in their content. The aforementioned book highlights the
significant role of certain affixes, such as -a(r) or -dir, and elements like “kerak” (must),
“shekilli” (it seems), “muncha” (how much), and “balki” (perhaps) in interrogative sentences
where the meaning of suspicion is implied. [8] The following examples illustrate this:

1. “There are questions that interest you, aren't there?”

This sentence implies a suspicion that the listener has questions of interest.

2. “Perhaps his heart is fluttering like a bird?"

Here, the use of “perhaps” indicates uncertainty about the subject’s emotional state.

3. “You will probably get quite a bit done by evening, won't you? Will it be three times
more by evening?”
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The phrase “probably” suggests a suspicion about the amount of work completed.

4. “You went to tell me about your work, if I remember correctly?”

The phrase “if | remember correctly” implies doubt about the listener's actions.

5. “Apparently, they must be rationalizers, right?”

The use of “apparently” indicates a suspicion regarding the identity of the subjects.

6. “This building must have been left by your father?” — he asked.

The phrase “must have been” suggests uncertainty about the ownership of the building.

8. “God knows, perhaps your words are a lie?”

The use of “perhaps” expresses doubt about the truthfulness of the statement.

These examples demonstrate how certain linguistic elements can convey suspicion in
interrogative sentences, enriching the meaning and nuance of the inquiry.

This source also indicates that in interrogative sentences where the meaning of inquiry
is emphasized, there can be multiple grammatical tools at play. For example:

- Where is my dad, huh?

- He thinks, but he is alive, right?!

- Why can't Lenin be a candidate?!

- Pure girl, your dress is terrible, isn't it...

- Did Muhiddin say that, huh?

- How old was I turning, huh?

When analyzing the semantic aspects of interrogative sentences as a linguistic
phenomenon, the writer substantiates the essence of suspicious interrogative sentences
through the tools and intonation found in their predicate structure. This highlights how the
combination of grammatical elements and intonation can convey deeper meanings and nuances
in the context of inquiry.

A.Nurmonov, N. Mahmudov, A. Sobirov, and Sh. Yusupov discuss interrogative sentences
and their characteristics, stating the following: "Sometimes, to express an assertion, the speaker
uses an interrogative sentence structure instead of an assertive one.[5] For example:

- “Who doesn’t know this?”

Such interrogative sentences do not require an answer. The answer is contained within
the sentence itself. If the predicate of the interrogative sentence is expressed with non-verbal
forms, it conveys the meaning of an affirmative statement; conversely, if it is expressed with
verbal forms, it conveys the meaning of a negative statement. For example:

- “Who dares to cut this tree?” (This conveys the meaning: “No one dares to cut this
tree.”)

The meaning expressed through an interrogative sentence is stronger than that
expressed through an assertive sentence. Additionally, an interrogative sentence can also
convey an imperative meaning. For example:

- “Aren’t you going?” (This implies “Go!”)

The imperative meaning expressed through an interrogative sentence is stronger than
that expressed through a direct imperative sentence.

This analysis highlights the versatility of interrogative sentences in conveying not only
questions but also assertions and commands, emphasizing their strength and effectiveness in
communication.
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In the textbook “Hozirgi O‘zbek Adabiy Tili” co-authored by Uzbek linguists A. G‘ulomov
and M. Asqarova, the following classifications of interrogative sentences are presented:

“The characteristics of interrogative sentences sometimes merely convey a question. Is
Karima at home? At other times, they express both a question and astonishment, a sense of
wonder conveyed through a question. Will it rain on such a hot day? - Oh, has Latofatxon gone
to war? -Sometimes, a question is accompanied by various emotions or feelings. Has the movie
started? At other times, an order is expressed through a question. Why don’t you go faster?”[9]

The authors also note in the textbook that interrogative sentences can convey nuances
of doubt or uncertainty (It's already seven o‘clock; will we get there before the movie starts? -
...it'’s doubtful if we will). They discuss how questions can also convey assumptions, and
although these sentences closely resemble interrogative-doubt sentences, they are
distinguished by certain unique characteristics.[4]

Specifically, A. G'ulomov and M. Asqarova emphasize that in analyzing interrogative
sentences, the suffix -mi in forms such as -mikin, -mi ekan, -mikan, when used in affirmative
forms, intensifies the nuance of doubt or uncertainty, often shifting the meaning closer to
negation.[9] For instance: Did he bring the book? ... I wonder if he brought it? Will he give the
book? (It's doubtful, he probably won't give it).

Analysis and Results

This study examines the distinctive features and classifications of interrogative
sentences, with a particular focus on the means by which interrogative-doubt sentences are
formed. Interrogative-doubt sentences are primarily distinguished from ordinary interrogative
sentences by their purpose and semantic content. These sentences, though framed as questions,
are actually used to express doubt, assumption, or dissatisfaction. During the analysis,
interrogative-doubt sentences were classified according to the following criteria:

Functional Purpose: Interrogative-doubt sentences are typically used to clarify
information or draw the listener’s attention to something. These sentences incorporate doubt
or assumption, serving a purpose closer to providing information than merely asking a
question.[6]

Syntactic Structure: The syntactic difference between interrogative-doubt sentences
and regular interrogative sentences lies in the arrangement and emphasis of sentence elements.
The placement of interrogative pronouns and suffixes plays a significant role in creating a sense
of doubt.

Emotional Nuance: This type of sentence primarily reflects emotional states in
conversation. They convey feelings such as doubt, uncertainty, distrust, or surprise.[7]

The analysis results indicate that interrogative-doubt sentences possess a complex
syntactic and semantic structure, offering a wide range of expressive possibilities. Based on
their purpose and syntactic structure, these sentences can be divided into several groups, such
as directly doubt-expressing sentences and those aimed at clarifying uncertainties. Their role
in communication lies in effectively drawing the interlocutor's attention or eliciting responses,
making them a dynamic tool in discourse and crucial in information exchange. The contextual
adaptability of interrogative-doubt sentences allows them to express various meanings
depending on the context. In this regard, changes in intonation and syntactic structure play a
decisive role in identifying the type of doubt being conveyed.
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This research not only delves into the linguistic features of interrogative-doubt
sentences but also explains their practical use in communication. The findings provide new
opportunities for advancing the classification of such sentences within linguistic theory.

In Uzbek, interrogative-doubt sentences reflect respect, consideration, and an
awareness of the listener’s emotions. These sentences are often used to indirectly express
doubt or uncertainty while maintaining politeness and sincerity in conversation. Below are
examples and their analyses:

[s this event true?

This sentence is used to confirm a piece of information or a statement, with the suffix -
mi in to‘grimi? indicating doubt while being framed as a polite and softened question. In this
context, intonation plays a significant role, ensuring no additional pressure is placed on the
listener.

Could Umidjon know about this?

Here, the word mumkinmi? expresses a soft and tentative doubt about someone’s
awareness of certain information or events. While the word mumkinmi? conveys doubt in a
considerate manner, the suffix -mi further contributes to expressing doubt thoughtfully and
respectfully.[10]

Based on the analysis, expressions like mumkinmi?, ekanmi?, and to‘grimi? in Uzbek are
used to soften doubt and frame interrogative sentences in a considerate manner. Intonation
plays a significant role in mitigating doubt, while words such as balkim (perhaps), hagigatan
(truly), and ehtimol (possibly) add a diplomatic tone to the conversation.

According to linguist G. Rashidova, interrogative-doubt sentences in Uzbek are often
articulated with softness to maintain respect and consideration in interaction. In cultural and
pragmatic contexts, they serve as tools for displaying politeness and proper conversational
etiquette towards the listener.[6]

Conclusion and Recommendations

Interrogative sentences hold significant importance in linguistics, as they help study not
only the grammatical aspects of language but also its communicative functions. Investigating
the types of interrogative sentences, their classifications, and their application across various
linguistic systems opens opportunities for introducing new approaches in linguistics.

As highlighted in this article, interrogative sentences must be studied from the
perspectives of syntax, semantics, and pragmatics. These sentences can be divided into simple
and complex structures as well as open (requiring precise answers) and closed (suggesting
possible answers) questions. Additionally, depending on their linguistic purpose, interrogative
sentences are used across various communicative styles not only for acquiring information but
also for managing conversations, affirming, expressing doubt, and achieving other goals.

In classifying interrogative sentences, it is essential to consider the contextual features
and pragmatic possibilities of the language. For instance, the meaning and structure of
interrogative sentences can vary, especially when analyzed within a text or considering the
psychological and cultural factors influencing the language. Therefore, interrogative sentences
should be classified not only from a syntactic perspective but also based on their meanings and
functions.

Linguists and researchers should conduct deeper analyses of how interrogative
sentences are used in various contexts, including journalism, literature, psychological analysis,
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and cultural studies. Moreover, examining how interrogative sentences are formed and
manifested in different languages and cultures can significantly contribute to global linguistics.

In addition, incorporating modern technologies such as speech analysis and artificial

intelligence into the study of interrogative sentences offers vast opportunities to create new
methodologies for analysis and implement them in practice. These advancements can help
broaden our understanding of interrogative sentences and enhance their practical application
across multiple disciplines.
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