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Annotatsiya. Mazkur maqolada rus va o‘zbek tillarida peyoratsiyani ifodalashdagi grammatik vositalar
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Introduction. Language is not only a neutral medium of communication but also a
mirror of cultural values, social hierarchies, and subjective evaluations. Through linguistic
means, speakers convey approval, respect, irony, or disapproval, thereby shaping the way
communication is perceived by interlocutors. Among these evaluative functions, pejoration
occupies a special place, as it reflects the speaker’s negative or derogatory attitude towards a
person, object, event, or phenomenon. In linguistics, pejoration is understood as a semantic and
stylistic shift that endows a word or expression with unfavorable connotations.
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The study of pejoration is especially relevant in the context of Uzbek and Russian
languages, which belong to different language families but share a long history of cultural and
social interaction. In both languages, pejoration is realized through a variety of grammatical
means: suffixes and affixes that add a dismissive or belittling nuance, diminutive forms that
acquire negative coloring, syntactic constructions that emphasize irony or contempt, as well as
the use of particles and interjections. These linguistic markers not only alter the semantic
weight of words but also play a significant role in discourse, shaping interpersonal
relationships and reflecting cultural norms of communication [1].

Despite the growing scholarly attention to evaluative semantics and pragmatics, the
comparative analysis of grammatical means of expressing pejoration in Uzbek and Russian
remains relatively underexplored. Most studies tend to focus either on lexical or semantic
aspects of pejoration, leaving grammatical mechanisms in the background. Yet, it is precisely
grammatical tools that systematize and reinforce pejorative meanings, making them an integral
part of both colloquial and literary language.

The relevance of this research is determined by several factors. First, the phenomenon
of pejoration is widely encountered in everyday speech, media discourse, folklore, and artistic
literature. Second, the comparative study of Uzbek and Russian helps to reveal both universal
tendencies in the use of pejorative markers and language-specific peculiarities shaped by
cultural worldview. Third, the analysis of such linguistic features has practical significance for
translation studies, intercultural communication, lexicography, and foreign language teaching,
where understanding the pragmatic force of pejorative forms is crucial [2].

The purpose of this article is to investigate the grammatical means of expressing
pejoration in Uzbek and Russian, identify the similarities and differences in their usage, and
determine the role these means play in shaping evaluative communication. By doing so, the
research seeks to contribute to the broader field of comparative linguistics and discourse
analysis, while also deepening our understanding of how negative evaluation is structured and
conveyed through grammar.

Literature Review and methodology. The phenomenon of pejoration, being an
essential aspect of evaluative semantics, has attracted the attention of scholars in various
linguistic traditions. Research in both Russian and Uzbek linguistics demonstrates that
pejoration is deeply intertwined with word-formation, morphology, and discourse pragmatics.

In Russian linguistics, significant contributions have been made to the study of
pejorative word-formation. Belyaev (2014) provides a comprehensive analysis of how word-
formation processes serve as productive mechanisms in the development of pejorative
vocabulary. His work demonstrates that derivational suffixes, diminutive forms, and affixal
modifications are not merely grammatical markers but carry strong evaluative connotations
that shape the speaker’s attitude. This perspective highlights the role of morphology in
constructing negative or derogatory meanings, showing how structural language features
reflect cultural models of evaluation [1].

The Uzbek linguistic tradition also emphasizes the role of morphology in expressing
pejoration. Karimov (2018), in his study of Uzbek morphology, notes that affixation and word-
formation processes frequently produce forms with a pejorative nuance. He points out that
certain suffixes, while originally neutral, have acquired negative or dismissive connotations in
contemporary usage. This suggests that pejoration in Uzbek is not limited to lexical choice but
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is deeply rooted in the grammatical system of the language. Karimov’s analysis therefore
provides valuable insights into how morphological processes in Turkic languages parallel or
differ from those in Slavic languages [3].

Furthermore, the pragmatic and expressive dimensions of pejoration have been
explored in modern Russian linguistics. Zaitseva (2016) investigates the relationship between
pejoration and expressivity, demonstrating how grammatical structures and stylistic devices
interact to strengthen negative evaluation in discourse. Her findings indicate that pejoratives
not only serve as linguistic markers of disapproval but also perform rhetorical functions,
intensifying emotional impact and shaping interpersonal communication. This perspective
underscores the necessity of viewing pejoration as a discourse phenomenon rather than a
purely morphological or lexical category [5].

Taken together, these studies provide a strong foundation for comparative research on
pejoration in Uzbek and Russian. While Belyaev (2014) and Zaitseva (2016) shed light on the
structural and pragmatic aspects of Russian, Karimov (2018) contributes an in-depth account
of Uzbek morphological mechanisms. However, despite these valuable contributions,
comparative analysis across these two languages remains relatively underdeveloped. This gap
highlights the importance of investigating the grammatical means of expressing pejoration in
both Uzbek and Russian, with the aim of identifying common patterns and language-specific
features.

Discussion and results. Pejoration is a linguistic phenomenon where a neutral or
positive word acquires a negative or derogatory meaning. This semantic shift can be expressed
through both lexical and grammatical means. This article focuses on grammatical means -
morphological and syntactic devices—that express pejorative nuances in Russian and Uzbek,
two typologically distinct yet culturally interconnected languages.

Pejoration involves conveying a negative attitude, disdain, or belittlement toward the
subject. Grammatically, this is often achieved via:

Affixation: Using prefixes, suffixes, or infixes that convey diminutive or derogatory
meanings.

Morphological Changes: Diminutives, augmentatives, and other morphological forms
that add emotional coloring.

Syntactic Constructions: Word order, particle usage, and syntactic patterns that enhance
pejorative meaning.

In Russian, suffixes play a crucial role in expressing pejoration:

Diminutive suffixes such as -ok (-0k), -ek (-ek), -uik- (-ishk-) often carry affectionate or
derogatory nuances depending on context.

Example: “domuwko” (a shabby or contemptible house).

Pejorative suffixes: Some suffixes add an explicitly negative or contemptuous tone.
Example: “6e3desvruk” (idler) with suffix -Huk [4].

Augmentative suffixes such as -umie (-ishche) increase the intensity, often with a
pejorative undertone: Example: “eaduna” (a vile person).

Certain constructions, such as the use of diminutives combined with particles or in
diminutive plural forms, create a belittling or mocking tone.

Uzbek expresses pejoration primarily through suffixes and sometimes prefixes:
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The suffix -cha often denotes a diminutive or contemptuous meaning.
Example: “bola” (child) — “bolacha” (little brat or a child in a derogatory sense).

Prefixes and reduplications can also add negative or diminutive coloring.

Diminutives and augmentatives affect the emotional coloring of words and are widely
used in Uzbek to express disrespect or sarcasm [3].

Pejoration can be reinforced by specific syntactic arrangements and particles, which
intensify the negative emotional charge.

Both Russian and Uzbek rely heavily on affixation to express pejoration, but the types of
affixes and their frequency vary. Russian has a more developed system of diminutive suffixes
that can carry either affectionate or derogatory meanings depending on intonation and context.
Uzbek’s use of the suffix -cha and other grammatical devices reflects cultural-specific ways of
expressing contempt. Syntactic means in both languages contribute to pejoration but differ in
form and usage, reflecting typological and pragmatic distinctions [2].

Conclusion. The grammatical means of expressing pejoration in Russian and Uzbek
reveal both universal linguistic strategies and language-specific features shaped by cultural and
historical factors. Affixation and morphological modifications remain the primary tools,
supplemented by syntactic constructions that enhance negative connotations. Understanding
these mechanisms deepens insights into the emotional and evaluative functions of language in
different cultural contexts.
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