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Introduction. The active development of digital technologies is fundamentally
transforming all spheres of social life, creating a new legal space that requires adequate and
inclusive regulation. In this context, the issue of women’s participation in shaping the digital
legal framework acquires key importance. Historically, women have often been considered
primarily as objects of protection, especially in light of such widespread phenomena as digital
violence and cyberstalking. However, their role as active actors in lawmaking, capable of
influencing the creation of fair and effective legal mechanisms, has so far been underestimated
and requires profound scholarly reflection.
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The purpose of this article is to provide a comprehensive analysis of the multifaceted
role of women in shaping the digital legal space, going beyond their protection from online
threats. The study aims to demonstrate that the full participation of women experts, human
rights defenders, and legislators is not only a matter of gender equality but also an imperative
condition for the creation of a balanced, technologically sound, and socially oriented digital law.
The article argues that without the integration of women’s perspectives, digital law risks
reproducing and reinforcing existing forms of discrimination in a new, digital form.

Methodology. The foundation of this research is a comprehensive analysis of scholarly
literature and legal acts. The study employed the method of systematic literature review, which
made it possible to analyze and synthesize the viewpoints of various authors regarding the
issue of women'’s participation in shaping the digital legal space. Works of domestic and foreign
scholars devoted to the gender aspects of digitalization, cybersecurity, financial law, and
international standards in this field were studied. In addition, within the framework of the
methodology, a comparative legal analysis was conducted of different countries’ legislative
approaches to countering digital violence and promoting women'’s participation in the digital
economy. This approach made it possible to identify key trends, problems, and correlations
between various factors influencing the phenomenon under study.

Results. The analysis of contemporary research makes it possible to identify the
multifaceted nature of women’s participation in shaping the digital legal space, which manifests
itself not only through human rights advocacy but also through lawmaking, educational, and
economic activities. The results demonstrate a close interconnection between different aspects
of this issue.

First and foremost, the data confirm that women disproportionately often become
victims of the most severe forms of digital violence, which initially determines their key role as
subjects requiring special legal protection. As Kurmychkina notes [Error! Reference source
not found., c. 79], such forms include cyberbullying and the unauthorized distribution of
intimate materials. This creates a direct correlation between victimization and the necessity of
legal response.

Empirical data support this thesis. According to a study by the Economist Intelligence
Unit [1], the overwhelming majority (85%) of women who experienced digital violence were
forced to limit their online presence. This indicates that digital violence directly undermines
women’s professional and social activity, thereby indirectly excluding them from processes of
shaping the digital environment.

A comparative legal analysis shows that the effectiveness of countering these threats
directly depends on taking gender-specific factors into account in the development of
legislation. Kurmychkina [Error! Reference source not found., c. 82] cites the successful
experience of the Philippines, where a specialized law was adopted to combat violence against
women and children in cyberspace. This approach, unlike general anti-harassment provisions,
creates a legal framework that adequately reflects real risks and vulnerabilities.

Data from the Pew Research Center [2] confirm the relevance of such a specialized
approach: 38% of women in the United States have experienced online harassment on the basis
of gender, which is more than double the rate among men (17%). This points to the systemic
nature of the problem, requiring not random but targeted legal solutions.
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Further analysis of legislative models reveals that the most comprehensive legal
mechanisms, such as those in the United Kingdom or Germany, provide not only for criminal
law sanctions but also impose obligations on internet platforms to remove unlawful content
[Error! Reference source not found., c. 81]. This is particularly significant for women, since
the consequences of digital violence for them often extend beyond personal harm to
professional repercussions. A study by EIU [1] shows that 47% of women affected reported a
negative impact of such incidents on their careers.

Thus, women's participation in shaping the legal space is manifested in two interrelated
aspects: the necessity of considering their vulnerability when developing protective norms, and
their active involvement in lawmaking as experts [4, c. 232]. Without this, it is impossible to
achieve a balance between protection from violence and the observance of other human rights.

An essential factor correlating with legal participation is educational and upbringing
policy. Semenov, Nikolaev, and Semenova argue that the integration of a gender-sensitive
approach into the educational system is a fundamental condition for overcoming
discriminatory practices and creating prerequisites for equal self-realization of women in the
digital society [Error! Reference source not found., c. 268].

The empirical data obtained by the authors demonstrate an alarming situation: only
8.3% of high school students actively engage in gender interaction, while 20% remain
completely uninvolved in these processes [Error! Reference source not found., c. 270]. This
weak involvement of youth indicates a direct correlation: a low level of gender education
directly reduces the readiness of women in the future to actively participate in professional and
legal practices of the digital society.

Paradoxically, as the same authors note, in Russia the level of women’s literacy is higher
than that of men, which underscores their significant unrealized educational potential [Error!
Reference source not found., c. 271]. However, this potential is blocked by the double burden
(work and domestic responsibilities) and the lack of support mechanisms, which requires the
digital legal framework to establish measures ensuring a balance of interests.

Mass media also exert a significantly negative influence, as Semenov et al. show, by often
reproducing outdated stereotypes, emphasizing the reproductive role of women while
overshadowing their role in the digital economy and law [Error! Reference source not found.,
c. 269]. This creates a negative feedback loop: the absence of positive media representations
restrains women'’s participation in shaping the legal field, which in turn does not contribute to
changing these media narratives.

The economic and legal dimension of the problem is revealed in the works of Puzikov
and Kharin [Error! Reference source not found., c. 42-43], who link the formation of digital
law with the necessity of regulating new financial phenomena such as cryptocurrencies.
Women’s participation in this process is critically important, as they more often face risks of
discrimination and fraud in the digital sphere [1;2].

The authors identify the problem of defects in legal drafting in Russian financial
legislation [Error! Reference source not found., c. 44], which has a direct gender dimension.
Vague provisions regulating, for example, cryptocurrency transactions, make women investors
more vulnerable to fraud, as confirmed by cases of abuse [Error! Reference source not found.,
c. 82]. Thus, the elimination of legal gaps requires the mandatory involvement of women
experts.
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The correlation between the studies of Puzikov and Kharin on the need for
comprehensive regulation of financial relations [Error! Reference source not found., c. 46]
and the works of Semenov et al. on gender education [Error! Reference source not found., c.
270] is evident: only civil and digital competencies formed from an early age allow women to
effectively participate in complex lawmaking in the field of the digital economy later on.

The international legal context analyzed by Khamdamova [Error! Reference source
not found., c. 103], confirms the global scale of the problem. UN General Assembly resolutions
(e.g., 76/189) explicitly emphasize the importance of ensuring the full participation of women
in the information society. UN statistics cited by the author are shocking: there are 259 million
fewer women with internet access than men, and in the field of Al they make up only 22% of
specialists [Error! Reference source not found., c. 104].

The economic losses from the digital gender gap are colossal: the exclusion of women
from the digital world has already cost low- and middle-income countries about USD 1 trillion
in GDP over the past decade [Error! Reference source not found., c. 104]. This creates a strong
correlation between human rights and economic imperatives: expanding women'’s
participation is beneficial not only from the perspective of justice but also from an economic
point of view.

National initiatives such as the “Digital Uzbekistan - 2030” strategy and the IT
Women.Uz projects aimed at improving women’s IT literacy are practical implementations of
international standards established by the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women [Error! Reference source not found., c. 106]. In this context, it seems
important to take into account Nugmanov’s conclusions that the development of the global
information society generates not only new opportunities but also security threats requiring
international legal regulation [5, c. 40]; the gender dimension of these threats is expressed in
the fact that women, as a less protected social group, are especially vulnerable to the risks of
digital fraud and discrimination, which reinforces the necessity of their institutionalized
participation in the development of information law norms.

Finally, the aspect of rights protection is confirmed by judicial practice. The ECtHR
precedent in Volodina v. Russia (2019) and data showing that 73% of women have faced
cyberviolence [Error! Reference source not found., c. 105], highlight the vital necessity of
women’s participation in creating legal protection mechanisms. The principle of equal
protection of rights online and offline, enshrined in UN HRC Resolution 38/7, can only be
implemented with the direct involvement of those who are most vulnerable.

The analysis carried out reveals a consistent correlation between all the aspects
considered: combating digital violence [Error! Reference source not found.; 1], gender
education, improving financial law, and implementing international standards are
interconnected elements of a single system. Women'’s participation acts not merely as one of
the conditions, but as a system-forming factor in shaping an integral, fair, and inclusive digital
legal space.

Discussion. The analysis conducted allows us to assert that women’s participation in
shaping the digital legal space is not an auxiliary, but a system-forming element in building a
just and inclusive digital society. The results demonstrate that this process goes far beyond the
mere elimination of discriminatory barriers and represents a complex, multifaceted activity
integrating human rights, lawmaking, educational, and economic aspects. The key conclusion is
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that digital law developed without a gender perspective is inherently incomplete and incapable
of adequately responding to the challenges of the digital era.

The central paradox revealed in the study is that women’s initial position as the most
vulnerable subjects of the digital environment, the main victims of cyberviolence and
discrimination [Error! Reference source not found.; 1], predetermines their key role as active
creators of protective legal mechanisms. As Medvedev rightly notes[ 4, c. 232], without their
voice it is impossible to create a balance between protection from violence and respect for
fundamental rights. This transforms the traditional perception of women from objects of
protection to subjects of lawmaking, which represents a fundamental shift. Consequently,
combating digital violence and expanding women'’s participation in lawmaking are two sides of
the same coin.

The most important condition for overcoming this gap is the formation of a new
educational and cultural paradigm. The data of Semenov, Nikolaev, and Semenova [Error!
Reference source not found., c. 270] on the extremely low level of gender interaction among
young people indicate that legal initiatives must be supported by deep systemic work aimed at
dismantling stereotypes at the level of schools and universities. The high educational potential
of Russian women [Error! Reference source not found. c. 271] combined with their
simultaneous exclusion from public life, represents a significant untapped resource, the
mobilization of which requires a targeted state policy aimed at supporting female leadership in
the digital sphere.

Thus, the discussion leads to the understanding that the formation of the digital legal
space is not only a legal or technological task but primarily a social and cultural one. The success
of this process depends on the synergy of several factors: the development of specialized
legislation that takes into account gender-specific risks; the introduction of a gender-sensitive
approach into educational systems; the modernization of the media field to promote new
images of femininity; and the active involvement of women experts in digital lawmaking
processes, especially in the field of financial law [Error! Reference source not found.]. Only
such a comprehensive approach, as demonstrated by successful examples from Uzbekistan
[Error! Reference source not found.], will make it possible to transform women from passive
users and victims of the digital environment into its architects, thereby ensuring both the
protection of their rights and sustainable economic development under conditions of digital
transformation.

Conclusion. The study clearly demonstrates that women'’s participation in shaping the
digital legal space is a critically important and multidimensional process. It is not limited to the
passive role of victims requiring protection but is actively manifested through lawmaking,
expert, and human rights activities. As the analysis has shown, ignoring the gender perspective
in the development of digital law leads to the creation of incomplete legal mechanisms that do
not take into account the specific risks and vulnerabilities faced by women in the online
environment. Research data [1; 2] confirm that digital violence directly undermines women'’s
professional and social activity, depriving the digital economy and the legal sphere of their
valuable contribution.

Thus, the construction of a truly inclusive and effective digital legal space requires a
comprehensive interdisciplinary approach. It must include not only the development of
specialized legal norms aimed at combating cyberviolence and discrimination [Error!
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Reference source not found.], but also a profound transformation of the educational system
to overcome gender stereotypes [Error! Reference source not found.], as well as the active
involvement of women experts in the regulation of the digital economy and finance [Error!
Reference source not found.]. Only the synthesis of these efforts, supported by the
implementation of international standards [Error! Reference source not found.], will ensure
the equal participation of women in the digital future, transforming them from objects of
regulation into its creators.
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