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O‘ZBEKISTONDA SUN’IY INTELLEKTNING FUQAROLIK-HUQUQIY
MAQOMINI ANIQLASH MASALALARI

Raxmonov Tolib,
Toshkent davlat yuridik universiteti
Fuqarolik huquqi kafedrasi o‘qgituvchisi

Annotatsiya. Ushbu maqola O‘zbekiston fuqgarolik huquqida sun’iy intellektning huquqiy maqomini aniglash
masalasiga bag‘ishlangan. Muallif tomonidan “sun’iy intellekt” tushunchasini aniqlash bo‘yicha ilmiy
yondashuvlarni tahlil gilingan hamda muallif o‘z shaxsiy ta'rifini taklif etgan. Magolada sun'’iy intellekt fugarolik
huquqining subyekti va obyekti sifatida tasnifi ko‘rib chigilgan va mavjud yondashuvlar tahlil gilinib, ularning
kamchiliklari ko‘rsatilgan. Shuningdek, “elektron agent” nazariyasi ham o‘rganilgan. Ushbu maqolani yozishda
muallif nafagat O‘zbekiston milliy qonunchiligiga, balki rivojlangan davlatlarning xalqaro tajribasiga ham
tayangan. Xulosa sifatida sun’iy intellektning fugarolik huquqgiy maqomini aniglash uchun uning dinamik tabiatini
inobatga olgan holda kompleks tahlil zarurligi ta’kidlanadi.

Kalit so‘zlar: fuqgarolik huquqiy maqomi, sun’iy intellekt, fugarolik huqugining subyekti, huquq subyekti, fugarolik
huquqining obyekti, elektron shaxs, iroda, aql, fugarolik javobgarligi, ragamli agent.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.47390/SPR1342V5SI9Y2025N72

Introduction. Today, in the era of digitalization, the role of artificial intelligence
(hereinafter referred to as Al) is increasing day by day. This phenomenon has become virtually
inseparable from the modern world and is widely applied in various fields, including finance,
medicine, logistics, and more. The legal field is no exception, as Al is gaining new momentum in
this domain and is gradually becoming an effective tool for resolving legal issues.
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However, the legal nature of Al remains unregulated not only in national legislation but
also at the international level. Considering that Al controls many aspects of our lives, the issue
of determining its legal status becomes particularly relevant. The lack of a unified approach to
defining the legal status of Al may lead to difficulties in allocating liability for harm caused by
Al, in recognizing authorship rights for works created with Al participation, and so forth.
Therefore, this scientific article aims to define the civil legal status of artificial intelligence.

Definition of Al

At present, Uzbekistan does not have a single legislative act that defines the concept
of “artificial intelligence”. This should be regarded as a normal phenomenon, since legal theory
and practice require a certain amount of time to respond to such innovations and to formulate
a comprehensive definition of Al. An attempt to define Al was made in the Artificial
Intelligence Technology Development Strategy until 2030, approved by Presidential
Decree No. PP-358. In particular, according to this Strategy, artificial intelligence is defined as
a set of technological solutions that enable the imitation of human knowledge and skills (including
autonomous learning and decision-making) and allow for the achievement of results comparable
to those of human intellectual activity in the performance of specific tasks [1]. This definition
indicates that Al is not an independent legal subject, but merely a technological tool capable
of reproducing human cognitive functions.

It should be noted that the European Union was one of the first to adopt a separate
legal act regulating legal relations involving Al. Article 3 of the EU Artificial Intelligence Act
defines this phenomenon as software developed using one or more of the methods and
approaches listed in Annex I, and capable, in accordance with human-defined objectives, of
generating outputs such as content, predictions, recommendations, or decisions, which influence
the environment with which it interacts [2]. The EU Act treats Al as an idea generator that
functions based on human instructions.

Among the post-Soviet states, the Russian Federation formulated a definition of Al as
early as 2019 in its National Strategy for the Development of Artificial Intelligence for the
Period up to 2030, approved by Presidential Decree No. 490. According to this Strategy,
artificial intelligence is defined as a set of technological solutions that enable the imitation of
human cognitive functions (including problem-solving without a predefined algorithm) and the
achievement of results, in performing specific tasks, that are comparable to or exceed the results
of human intellectual activity [3].

The analysis of the definitions of artificial intelligence found in the aforementioned
regulatory acts shows that artificial intelligence is not regarded as a legal subject, but
rather as a set of technological solutions that imitate human cognitive functions, including
the generation of new ideas.

A number of scholars and experts have also proposed their own definitions of artificial
intelligence. For example, Alex Andrew defines Al as a computational machine that exhibits
“intelligent” behavior [4].

D.V. Smolin believes that an intellectual system is one that is capable of purposeful
behavior, adapting not only its operational parameters but also its mode of behavior based on the
state of informational inputs, with behavior depending not only on current input states but also
on the system’s previous states [5].
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Notably, Elaine Rich and Kevin Knight consider artificial intelligence to be a scientific
discipline. In their view, Al is the science of how to make computers do things that, for now,
humans do better [6]. It should be acknowledged, however, that this definition is overly general
and does not clearly convey the essence of the phenomenon.

Al expert Cole Stryker defines artificial intelligence as a technology that enables
computers and machines to imitate human learning, understanding, problem-solving, decision-
making, creativity, and autonomy [7].

In summary, we can conclude that in a general sense, artificial intelligence is
understood as a technology, software, or a set of technological solutions capable of
imitating human cognitive functions, including problem-solving, thinking, decision-
making, and so on.

Al as a Subject of Civil Law?

Traditionally, civil law theory distinguishes three main categories of legal subjects:
a. Natural persons (citizens, stateless persons, foreign nationals);
b. Legal entities (commercial and non-commercial organizations);
c. The state.

To be a subject of civil legal relations implies the presence of civil legal personality.
Renowned civil law scholar E.A. Sukhanov defines civil legal personality as the socio-legal
capacity of a subject to participate in civil legal relations [8]. The key elements of legal
personality are legal capacity and capacity to act (active legal capacity), without which one
cannot become a full-fledged subject of civil law relations.

According to Article 17 of the Civil Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan (hereinafter -
CC), legal capacity is defined as the ability of a person to have civil rights and bear civil
obligations. Legal capacity arises at the moment of birth and is terminated upon death [9]. The
law recognizes legal capacity for all individuals. In the case of a legal entity, the process differs
slightly—legal capacity and capacity to act arise simultaneously at the moment of its
creation, i.e., upon official state registration in the prescribed manner.

Capacity to act, as the second element of legal personality, differs from legal capacity in
its grounds and timing of emergence, though both concepts are closely interrelated. Article 22
of the CC states that capacity to act is the ability of a citizen, through their own actions, to acquire
and exercise civil rights, create civil obligations for themselves, and fulfill them [10]. Capacity to
act arises upon reaching legal adulthood, i.e., at eighteen years of age, except in cases where
it is acquired earlier through marriage or emancipation. It should be noted that legally
incapacitated persons, as well as those with limited capacity, also remain subjects of civil
law by virtue of their legal capacity alone.

As previously mentioned, the moment a legal entity gains capacity to act is tied to the
moment of its state registration.

There is currently no universal approach to defining the legal personality of Al.
The recognition of Al as a subject of civil law remains the subject of intense academic and legal
debate. One group of legal scholars advocates for classifying artificial intelligence
technologies as legal subjects by assigning them the status of “electronic persons”, capable
of independently holding civil rights and bearing legal obligations.

In particular, foreign legal scholar A. I. Ovchinnikov argues that robots can be treated
as legal entities, since they are property lacking independent subjective will, but may still be
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registered in the Unified State Register [11]. As an example, he refers to the case in Belgium,
where a humanoid robot named Fran Pepper was granted citizenship and issued identity
documents [12].

In several countries, Al has been partially granted legal personality. For instance, in
2017, arobot developed by the Hong Kong-based company Hanson Robotics became the first
machine in the world to receive citizenship (Saudi Arabia); Japan granted residency status
to the chatbot Shibuya Mirai, and in South Africa, there is precedent for granting a patent to
an artificial intelligence system [13].

However, the majority of scholars maintain that Al cannot replace a human being and,
accordingly, reject its status as a subject of civil law. One Russian legal scholar notes that
arguments asserting Al’s legal personality based on analogies with established civil law subjects
are nothing more than arbitrary interpretations, disconnected from legislative provisions and
distorting the fundamental principles of civil law [14].

The European Union has also taken a similar position regarding the civil-law status of
Al. Specifically, the EU Resolution on the application of artificial intelligence systems
rejects the recognition of Al as an “electronic person” and clearly states that this technology
does not possess human intelligence [15].

We consider this approach to be the more appropriate one, for the following reasons:

First, Al does not possess legal personality. No legislative act currently recognizes Al
as holding civil rights and obligations. This technology is the result of human intellectual
activity and does not possess civil rights on its own. Furthermore, Al cannot independently
bear obligations for the actions it performs, which excludes it from having legal capacity.
Although Al may exhibit a form of reasoning, it lacks will, and operates solely on the prompts
(instructions) given by humans.

In contrast, a legal entity, though an abstract construct, is vested with civil rights and
obligations under the law. A legal entity exercises its rights and performs its duties through its
governing bodies, which are integral to the entity’s organizational structure.

Secondly, as previously noted, Al lacks will, motivation, and purpose, and operates
strictly within the parameters of human-assigned tasks. The absence of will eliminates the
possibility of civil liability, as under civil law, liability is assigned to persons with legal capacity,
which Al does not possess.

Enshrining provisions in legislation that impose liability on Al for caused damages
would increase the risk of abuse by individuals and legal entities. Such a rule would allow those
who use Al for personal gain to evade civil liability for harm caused by the Al system. This
practice would violate one of the fundamental principles of civil law—the principle of good
faith, which obliges participants in civil legal relations to act honestly and fairly, without
infringing upon the rights and lawful interests of others.

As one scholar rightly notes in his academic work, if Al were granted legal personality,
it would be required to “personally” bear liability for the damage caused - a scenario that is
unacceptable, since its actions are still ultimately determined by humans, and therefore it is the
human operator who should bear responsibility for its conduct [16].

It is worth noting that the European Union is already developing regulations that would
govern civil liability for harm caused by AI [17]. One proposed solution is to introduce a
mandatory insurance system for Al liability, similar to automobile insurance. At first glance,
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this proposal appears promising; however, the implementation mechanisms for such a system
remain unclear at this stage.

To sum up, based on the analysis presented above, we can conclude that Al currently
does not and cannot qualify as a subject of civil legal relations. The primary reasons include the
absence of free will, legal capacity, active legal capacity, and tort capacity, all of which are
essential components of civil legal personality.

Al as an Object of Civil Law?

The issue of classifying artificial intelligence as an object of civil law is also of
considerable importance. Traditionally, the objects of civil legal relations include tangible and
intangible goods. Article 81 of the Civil Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan lists several types of
objects of civil rights, including money and securities, other items, property (including property
rights), works and services, inventions, industrial designs, works of science, literature, and art,
and other results of intellectual activity, as well as personal non-property rights [18]. Notably,
the legislator has left the list of civil law objects open, thus not excluding the possibility
emergence of new types of objects.

Despite a large number of proponents who consider Al as an object of civil law, there are
still doubts within civil law doctrine. This is due to the fact that Al, unlike other material objects,
demonstrates a certain degree of autonomy, although it still operates within human-defined
tasks.

Another approach views Al as an object of intellectual property, as a result of intellectual
activity. However, this approach is also not flawless, as it raises certain legal questions.
Specifically, Al, like a human, can create intellectual property, which ultimately brings us to the
issue of recognizing Al as the author of the work and holder of the intellectual property rights.

Therefore, given the dynamic nature of this technological phenomenon, the question of
classifying Al as an object of civil rights requires thorough consideration and research.
Nonetheless, the possibility of recognizing Al as an object of civil law is not entirely ruled out.

The theory of “electronic agent”

An increasingly popular theory among civil law scholars is the theory of the digital agent
(electronic agent). The essence of this theory is that Al may act within civil legal relations and
perform legally significant actions on behalf of a principal. However, this approach also has
certain drawbacks. As previously mentioned, Al currently lacks legal personality and free will.
Yet the will of the agent is a key element of an agency agreement, without which the rules of
agency law cannot be applicable [19]. Therefore, the digital agent theory is inextricably linked
to the issue of granting legal subjectivity to Al.

Conclusion. In conclusion, we note that neither national legislation nor the
international community is currently prepared to recognize Al as a subject of civil law.
In our view, this is primarily due to the absence of sense and free will in Al, which are inherent
to human beings. The lack of will also represents a weakness in the “electronic agent” theory.
Atpresent, there is an active discussion regarding classifying Al as an object of civil rights. While
this approach appears more feasible, it still requires in-depth study of civil law doctrine and the
relevant legal norms.
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