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Proverbs and sayings are important manifestations of social
culture in language. They offer valuable insights into the unique views,
beliefs, and traditions of their respective communities. Studying proverbs
and sayings contributes to an understanding of the mentality and national
character of native speakers.

Introduction. A proverb is a short, precise, and well-known saying passed down from
generation to generation and containing wisdom, truth, morality, and traditional views in a
metaphorical, fixed, and memorable form. Proverbs also reflect the rich historical experience
and ideas associated with work, everyday life, and the culture of peoples.

Proverbs, or phraseological units, are set expressions or idioms that have a figurative
meaning distinct from the literal interpretation of the words. They are often used to convey
specific cultural concepts or experiences. English proverbs have a rich history that makes
sentence more colorful. For example: The linguist W. Mieder mentioned: "A proverb is a
short, generally known sentence of the folk which contains wisdom, truth, morals, and
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traditional views in a metaphorical, fixed, and memorizable form and which is handed down
from generation to generation"[2;27]

While Folly defined a proverb as a traditional linguistic unit with tendencies toward
certain identifiable characteristics e.g. topic/ comment and single statement. Louis
mentioned “Proverbs are a kind of linguistic instrument, a rhetoric device by which people
attempt to get other members of their culture and society to see the world and behave in a
common way.[3;93]

Proverbs about labor in English, Karakalpak, and Turkmen reveals how cultural values
associated with labor, responsibility, and success are reflected in the folk wisdom of these
peoples. These proverbs and sayings reflect popular beliefs related to labor.

The significant differences between the individualistic approach inherent in English-
speaking culture and the collectivist, communal values of the Turkic peoples of Central Asia.

English proverbs about work often emphasize individualism, self-sufficiency, personal
responsibility, as well as time and efficiency.

English Proverbs about Labor:

Every man is the architect of his own fortune - Emphasizes the value of personal initiative
and the belief that individuals control their destiny

A stitch in time saves nine - Emphasizes the value of timely action and preventative
measures, reflecting a practical and effective approach to problem solving.

Time is money - Reflects a culture that values punctuality, productivity, and maximizing
time.

The early bird catches the worm - Emphasizes the value of punctuality and hard work;
reflects the cultural expectation that people should be proactive and diligent in their endeavors.

Actions speak louder than words - Means that doing something is more important than
just talking about it.

A bad workman blames his tools - Reflects the idea of personal responsibility for results
rather than blaming external factors.

A stitch in time saves nine - Emphasizes the value of timely action and preventative
measures, reflecting a practical and effective approach to problem solving.[2;112]

Karakalpak proverbs about labor, in contrast, often emphasize community, cooperation,
and the importance of effort in achieving abundance. Labor is seen as a source of wealth,
dignity, and blessing.

Karakalpak Proverbs about Labor:

Hdrekette-bereket bar - Emphasizes that abundance comes through action, movement,
and diligence.

Miynettin kdzin tapqan,Baqittini 6zin tabadi — Asserts that happiness and well-being are
closely linked to the understanding and ability to work. [4,152]

Miynet penen er kégerer, Jamgir menen jer kégerer - The exaltation of labor as a force that
contributes to human development and the prosperity of the earth.

Tayarhgsiz tabis joq, Shinigqan jeter jeriske - Emphasizes the importance of preparation,
hardening, and fitness for achieving success and victory.

Koz qorqagq, qol batir - Reflects the idea that one must overcome fear and begin work,
despite apparent difficulties.

Jurgen ozar, turgan tozar - Corresponds to the idea of movement and activity.
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Qoli qiymildagangini awzi qiymaldaydidi - Emphasizes that work provides sustenance.

Jalgaw 6z uyine 6zi qonaq - Expresses condemnation of laziness, associating it with
uselessness.

Miynetsiz dmir - qara kémir - A negative attitude toward the life of a slacker.

Isim onsin desen ddisin tap, Xalqina xizmet - ézine tlken hurmet - Associates successful
work and service to society with self-respect and honor.[5;89]

Karakalpak folklore also reflects proverbs related to specific types of labor: agriculture,
fishing, and hunting.

Turkmen folklore generally cultivates hospitality, modesty, nobility, truthfulness, and
honesty.Regarding labor, Turkmens, like Karakalpaks, emphasize its vital necessity and moral
value.

Turkmen Proverbs about Labor:

Zihmetsiz bereket bolmaz - Without labor there is no grace (wealth).

To achieve results, one must work; nothing comes for free.

Ise bolan héwes isint yarysydyr - Interest in a task is half the battle. The mood and desire
to work greatly increase success.

Is edydn oya tapar - He who works will find a way out. A hardworking person always
overcomes difficulties.

Isin kigisi ulusy bolmaz - There is no small or big job. Any work is important and brings
benefits.

Isli elin ujundan bereket dokiilydr - From a hardworking hand, grace flows. A
hardworking person is accompanied by success.

Aljyranny isden yagsylyga garasma - Don't expect anything good from a job poorly done.
Careless work doesn't yield good results.

Emele gelen is, yarym isdir - A job begun is already half done. The hardest thing is to
begin; later, things will go easier.

Gtintin isini gijd goymaly ddl - Don't leave the day's work until night. Don't put off what
can be done today.

Dayhan zdhmeti-dowletirn berekedi - The labor of a farmer is the blessing of the state.

The foundation of a nation's prosperity is the labor of ordinary people, especially
farmers.

Is bar yerde issizlige yol yok - Where there is work, there is no idleness. Work creates
order and discipline.[6;49]

Work makes a man strong. By working, a person strengthens his character and becomes
more resilient.

He who knows his business is not ashamed of his work. Mastery and professionalism
make work worthy of respect.

Yaltanmari-yalriysmarsyri - Don't be lazy and you won't make mistakes. Laziness leads to
mistakes and misfortunes.

Issiz outran-issiz galyar - He who sits idle will remain idle. To achieve success, one must
constantly work.

Il bilen giden yol uzamaz - The road won't seem long if you walk together. Working
together makes the work easier and more successful.
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All in all, the following differences are mentioned between English, Karakalpak and
Turkmen proverbs:

1. Value priorities: English proverbs about work are largely permeated with
pragmatism, efficiency, and individual responsibility. Karakalpak and Turkmen proverbs, on
the contrary, more strongly emphasize the moral and social aspects of work

2. Attitude to time: English clearly associates work with time and speed. In Turkic
proverbs, time appears more in the context of patience and consistency

3. Commonality of Turkic Cultures: Karakalpak and Turkmen proverbs reveal a
common Turkic heritage and similar worldview, emphasizing the necessity of work for living
and respect for craftsmanship, often using imagery of animal husbandry and agriculture,
reflecting their traditional way of life.

Conclusion. In conclusion, it can be noted that a comparison of English, Karakalpak, and
Turkmen proverbs about labor reveals profound cultural differences and consistent value
orientations in each culture. The English tradition emphasizes pragmatism, rational use of time,
and personal responsibility, reflecting an individualistic model of thinking. At the same time,
Karakalpak and Turkmen proverbs demonstrate characteristic features of the Turkic
worldview, which emphasizes collective values, moral strength, and the connection between
labor and morality and resilience. Imagery based on agricultural and pastoral practices
emphasizes the close connection between labor and nature and community. Thus, labor in each
culture acquires its own semantic content, forming a unique system of ideas about human
activity, its purpose, and its significance for society.
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