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arxeologiya fanining rivojlanishiga hissa qo‘shgan arxeolog olimlarimizning olib borgan arxeologik tadgiqotlari,
ilmiy faoliyati yoritib beriladi.
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Introduction. In his address “Scientific Achievements Must Serve the Development of
Our Homeland” delivered during a meeting with representatives of the scientific community,
the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Sh. Mirziyoyev, emphasized: “...we must openly
acknowledge that in recent years, we have somewhat neglected the dissemination and
promotion of the research efforts and achievements of our dedicated scholars. We still have
much work to do to popularize scientific accomplishments among the public, especially youth,
and to foster their interest in research.” [1, p.178] Indeed, documenting and publicizing the
contributions of those scholars who devoted their entire lives to science and became symbols
of national pride is among the pressing tasks of today. Such work not only preserves scholarly
heritage but also serves as a foundation for the advancement of innovative fields in the future.

National independence created unprecedented opportunities for the development of
science.

The Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan (No. 33, dated
7 February 2012) “On Further Development and Optimization of the Activities and Structure of
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Scientific Institutions of the Academy of Sciences of Uzbekistan” was directed at increasing the
efficiency of research institutions, strengthening the scientific potential of higher education
institutions, integrating science with production, addressing structural issues of institutions
under the Academy, and creating favorable conditions for young scholars.

In accordance with this resolution, the restructuring of the scientific branches of the
Karakalpak Division of the Academy of Sciences was proposed. At that time, the Division
employed 220 staff members, including 105 researchers, 2 academicians, 12 doctors of science,
and 40 candidates of science. Research was conducted on 18 topics under the fundamental
program, 15 topics of the state scientific-technical program, 2 youth grant projects, 4 grants of
the Fundamental Research Support Fund, 2 innovative projects, 2 contractual research themes,
and 4 unique objects.

Literature review and methodology. The establishment of the new Division
stimulated advances in social and natural sciences in Karakalpakstan, contributing to the
emergence of scientific innovations significant for economic development, industry, and
cultural progress. Since 1992, the archaeologists of the Humanities Research Institute have
collaborated with scholars from the University of Sydney (Australia) and French archaeologists
within the framework of the “Karakalpak-Australian Archaeological Expedition.” From 1995 to
2019, this expedition was led by the Hero of Uzbekistan, archaeologist Ghayratdin
Khojaniyazov [2], who served as one of its key researchers.

Karakalpak scholars also actively organized major international scientific conferences,
including: “Ancient Khorezm Civilization in the Context of World Culture” (2000), dedicated to
the 2700th anniversary of the Avesta; “At the Crossroads of Aral Region Cultures” (2007),
dedicated to the 100th anniversary of S.P. Tolstov;

“National Folklore of Central Asian Peoples and the Issues of Spiritual Renewal” (2008).
These events contributed significantly to the global recognition of Karakalpakstan’s rich
scientific and archaeological heritage.

Under the initiative of Academician S. Kamalov and Professor V.N. Yagodin,
a Dissertation Council for defending candidate theses in history was established in 1994 under
the Takhtash Archaeological Expedition Institute. Over 15 years of activity, the council trained
more than 60 specialists in history, archaeology, and ethnology. Eminent scholars such as
S. Kamalov, ]J. Bazarbaev, V. Yagodin, B. Shamambetov, B. Koshanov, M. Mambetullaev,
E. Bizhanov, O. Aleuov, M. Maksudov, M. Tleumuratov, and ethnographer Kh. Esbergenov served
on this council [3].

Archaeological research conducted by local scholars clarified the historical chronology
of many ancient cities. For example, with the participation of institute scholars, the 2500th
anniversary of Khiva and the 2400th anniversary of Khojayli were substantiated and celebrated
[4, pp- 199-200].

In 2009 alone, the Division’s scholars produced more than 120 scientific works,
including over 20 publications abroad and more than 40 within CIS countries. Research
continued under multiple fundamental and applied programs.

Discussion. Significant discoveries made by Karakalpak archaeologists expanded our
understanding of the region’s ancient history. Excavations in Ustyurt revealed Paleolithic and
Mesolithic sites, extending the documented history of Karakalpakstan to approximately
100,000 years. Studies of nomadic cultures in the Aral-Caspian region opened new pages in the

42



SCIENCEPROBLEMS.UZ-ljtimoiy-gumanitar fanlarning dolzarb muammolari Ne 12 (5) - 2025

ethnic and ethno-ecological history of local peoples. These findings contributed to solving one
of the major issues in world archaeology: the interaction between sedentary agricultural
communities, semi-nomadic groups, nomadic pastoralists, and urban civilizations within
Central Asia.

Research on the medieval Kerder culture elucidated distinct elements in the
ethnogenesis of Karakalpaks, Kazakhs, and Turkmens. The discovery of ancient Khorezmian
inscriptions at Tok-kala and Mizdakhan, as well as new archaeological evidence from the
ancient Tashkirman oasis, received international recognition [5].

Results. Among more than 240 archaeological sites under state protection in
Karakalpakstan, the Akshakhan Fortress complex, located on an area exceeding 50 hectares
near Sultan Uvays Mountain (Beruniy District), was studied for over 20 years (since 1995) by
an international expedition. The organizational role of Professor V.N. Yagodin (Doctor of
Historical Sciences) was pivotal in establishing this project.

Researchers from Australia, the USA, Ireland, the United Kingdom, France, Italy, and
Uzbekistan participated in the expedition, including A.V. Betts, S.U. Helms, F.D. Kidd, M. Negus-
Prairie, E. Baker-Britt, K.G. Daly, D. Hopkins, Geraldine Frank, Michele Minardi, and scholars
from Karakalpakstan such as N. Yusupov, ]. Amirov, A. Iskenderova, V.V. Yagodin,
A. Bekbauliyev, and A. Toreniyazov.

Excavations revealed that the portraitures of Akshakhan Fortress date back to the 2nd-
1st centuries BCE [6]. Extensive research was also conducted at the ancient Tashkirman
sanctuary (4th-3rd centuries BCE) and the Karatobe site. As a result, an updated archaeological
map identifying more than ten ancient and medieval sites (3rd-8th, 12th-19th centuries) was
compiled. Archaeological materials from the ancient city of Qiyat were discovered near the
pilgrimage sites of Kechirmas Bobo and Sheikh Abbaz Vali in Beruniy. An international
archaeological base and a museum under the Academy of Sciences were also established. Major
contributions were made by V.N. Yagodin, who, having participated in the Khorezm
Archaeological and Ethnographic Expedition for over a decade since 1952, defended his
doctoral dissertation on Mizdakhan and Kerder sites in 1991 [7, p.57]. Similarly, historian M.
Mambetullaev conducted significant studies on the ancient culture and history of Southern
Khorezm (4th century BCE-4th century CE).

Conclusion. Scholars from Karakalpak State University—including Professor M.-Sh.
Qdyrniyazov, Associate Professor M. Turebekov, and Professor Zh. Hakimniyazov—made
substantial contributions to the advancement of archaeological science. The younger
generation of archaeologists, including A. Alimbetov, S. Saipov, 0.-Sh. Qdyrniyazov,
F. Utepbergenov, M. Tolybaev, and B. Madreymov, continue the academic school established by
their predecessors.

One of the most influential archaeologists, M.-Sh. Qdyrniyazov (1950-2019), defended
his doctoral dissertation “The Culture of Khorezm in the 13th-14th Centuries” in 2005 [8,
p.128] and authored more than 100 scientific works. Over ten of his students successfully
earned candidate and doctoral degrees.
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