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Abstract. The article aims to identify the major issues related to copyright protection on the social networking
site Instagram. The article will also examine the issues faced by content creators and copyright owners in
protecting their work in the face of the dynamic nature of sharing content on the social networking site.
Furthermore, the article will analyze the copyright policies already implemented on the site and the legal issues
users face with regards to copyright protection on Instagram.
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INSTAGRAM IJTIMOIY TARMOG‘IDA MUALLIFLIK HUQUQINI HIMOYA
QILISHNING AYRIM MASALALARI

Turg'unboeva Mamura
Toshkentdagi Vestminster Xalgaro Universiteti ilmiy xodimi

Annotatsiya. Maqola Instagram ijtimoiy tarmog‘ida mualliflik huquqini himoya qilish bilan bog'liq asosiy
muammolarni aniqlashga qaratilgan. Maqolada, shuningdek, kontent yaratuvchilari va mualliflik huquqi egalari
ijtimoiy tarmoq saytida kontent almashishning dinamik tabiati sharoitida oz ishlarini himoya qilishda yuzaga
keladigan muammolarni ko‘rib chiqadi. Bundan tashqari, maqola tarmoqda e’lon gilinganda mualliflik huquqi
siyosati va foydalanuvchilarning Instagramda mualliflik huquqgini himoya qilish bilan bogliq huquqiy
muammolarini tahlil qgiladi.

Kalit so‘zlar: Instagram, mualliflik huquqini himoya qilish, intellektual mulk, ijtimoiy media, kontent almashish,
mualliflik huquqining buzilishi, ragamli huquglarni boshqarish.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.47390/SPR1342V6SI12Y2026N29

Introduction. Instagram is one of the largest social media networks in the world, with
millions of users sharing photos, videos, and other creative media on a daily basis. However,
the large volume of media being shared every day also raises important issues of copyright
protection. The fact that users may be sharing creative media without proper authorization also
makes the issue of copyright infringement quite common [1]. Although Instagram has been
successful in developing its own set of copyright policies, the issue of protecting copyrights still
remains quite challenging. This article presents the main issues related to copyright protection
on Instagram.

Main part. Copyright is a legal institution that expresses the property and non-property
rights of a person over his creative work. Through this right, the author has the right to use,
distribute, copy, perform and use his work with permission by other persons. According to the
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Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan “On Copyright and Related Rights”,1 copyright applies to
literary, scientific, artistic works, including books, articles, music, paintings, films, software, etc.
This right arises automatically as soon as the work is created and does not require its
registration. However, registration helps to prove the author's rights in court. Internationally,
copyright is protected by the Berne Convention 2 (1886). This convention stipulates that
members of the convention must provide the same protection to works created in another
country as to works created in their own country [2]. The World Trade Organization's TRIPS
Agreement3 (Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights) is also one of the main
legal sources of copyright at the international level. Instagram, being one of the top social media
platforms, has revolutionized the manner in which people create, share, and enjoy visual
content. However, the strong focus of the platform on user-generated content and the ability to
share content rapidly have created complex issues of copyright protection [3]. Considering the
fact that the platform has millions of users across the globe, millions of images, videos, and
multimedia content are shared on the platform on a daily basis, which makes the enforcement
of intellectual property rights not only important but also challenging. This article will address
the primary issues related to the copyright protection of the content shared on the Instagram
platform. The primary issue related to the copyright protection of the content shared on the
Instagram platform is the fact that the content can easily be copied or shared without
permission. For instance, the platform has the feature of “Reels,” “Stories,” and the ability to
share or re-share the content of other users, which can easily result in the violation of the
intellectual property rights of the creators of the content. For example, the users can easily
share or re-share professional images, artwork, or videos without the permission of the
creators.

Although Instagram has been working to resolve copyright issues, current tools are
inadequate for effective protection. Instagram uses automated tools such as the Rights
Manager, which is intended to assist rights holders in managing their content. However, these
tools are not effective in detecting infringement, particularly for smaller content creators who
cannot afford to constantly check for infringements [4]. Moreover, false positives and the
manual process of removing content cause delays and frustration, as well as the potential for
rightful content to be removed, which is a reflection of the limitations of current enforcement.
Another challenge is the complexity of copyright ownership and fair use on the Instagram
content environment. There are many users who create content that combines copyrighted
works, such as remixes, memes, or derivative videos, in which the lines are not clear.
Instagram's terms of service state that users must have the necessary rights to upload content.
However, it is difficult to enforce this guideline. Furthermore, differences in copyright laws
across countries lead to different interpretations of what constitutes infringement or fair use,
making it even more difficult for Instagram to enforce its policies globally [5].

The culture of content on the platform also encourages the disregard for intellectual
property rights. This is because users on the platform focus more on engagement than the
legality of the content they create and share. This also stems from the fact that many users on
the platform do not know the implications of copyright when it comes to the content they share.
This disregard for copyright is therefore unintentional but widespread on the platform.
Instagram’s efforts towards educating users on copyright rights are limited. Monetization and
commercial use create a more complex situation. This is because many influencers and users
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on Instagram often use copyrighted materials such as music and logos for the purpose of
promoting their products. Although the platform allows users to license popular music tracks
for their Reels and stories, the coverage is limited. Unauthorized commercial use exposes users
to economic and legal risks [6].

Legal recourse for copyright holders often proves cumbersome. The Digital Millennium
Copyright Act (DMCA) takedown process is a commonly used tool for reporting and removing
infringing content, but it requires knowing each specific infringement and submitting claims
manually. Given the volume of content on Instagram, this reactive approach cannot prevent all
violations. Furthermore, repeat infringers sometimes exploit loopholes by creating new ac
counts or uploading altered versions of blocked content.

Lastly, privacy concerns and user rights must be balanced alongside copyright
enforcement on Instagram. Overly aggressive content policing risks infringing on legitimate
expression, limiting creativity, and provoking backlash from the user community. Instagram
must carefully calibrate its policies to avoid censorship while protecting intellectual property,
a challenge compounded by the platform’s scale and diverse user base [7]. Copyright protection
on Instagram faces multifaceted challenges stemming from rapid content sharing, technological
limitations, complex legal landscapes, and user behavior. Although Instagram has taken
significant steps to improve copyright enforcement, the issues of unauthorized reposting,
ambiguous ownership, limited detection accuracy, and inconsistent legal remedies persist. To
better safeguard creators’ rights, Instagram needs to enhance automated detection, expand
educational outreach, streamline enforcement processes, and foster cooperation between
platform operators, rights holders, and users worldwide. Only through a balanced and evolving
approach can copyright protection on Instagram keep pace with the dynamic nature of social
media content creation and sharing [8].

In addition to technological and legal challenges, the influence of cultural and regional
differences on the perception of copyright is a significant factor. Different countries have their
own approaches to copyright, which complicates Instagram's global operations. For example,
some regions are more lenient toward so-called "fair use" of content, while others have stricter
standards. This creates uneven enforcement and leads to conflicts between users and copyright
holders. Lack of transparency in moderation processes also remains a key factor. Users often
complain about the lack of transparency in the algorithms and decisions related to content
removal or account blocking. The lack of clear feedback and explanations leads to mistrust. As
a result, many creators do not understand why their content was removed, which reduces the
effectiveness of copyright protection and undermines the platform's reputation.

The development of artificial intelligence and machine learning technologies also plays
a significant role [9]. Their implementation can significantly improve the accuracy and speed of
detecting copyright infringement. However, modern algorithms are still imperfect and
sometimes make mistakes, either unlawfully removing legal material or missing obvious
violations. Achieving a balance requires continuous technological improvement and the
involvement of human expertise in complex cases.

The popularity of the Internet and the widespread use of online platforms have made it
easier to copy and distribute creative works. Many users are downloading, distributing, and
sharing copyrighted materials without permission. This is especially true for creative products
such as videos, music, e-books, and software. One of the most common forms of unauthorized
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copying is piracy. Digital technologies are not effective in preventing piracy, as materials are
copied and distributed so quickly and easily. Plagiarism, i.e., presenting someone else's creative
work under your own name, has taken on new forms in the digital age. The vast libraries and
resources available on the Internet make it easy to steal works. Plagiarism is widespread on
blogs, websites, and social networks. In this case, authors are faced with the illegal use and
distribution of their works by others. Artificial intelligence (AI) and automated content
generation technologies are also posing new threats to copyright. Al-generated works, such as
musical compositions, images, and videos, raise many copyright questions. It is difficult to
determine whose work it is, because the work is created by a computer, not a human. This
situation requires new approaches to copyright protection, in particular. Digital actors and
movement in virtual worlds (metaverse) are also complicating copyright issues. Works of art
and other intellectual property can be sold in digital format through NFT4 (Non-Fungible
Token) technology, but many legal issues arise in determining the true owner of these digital
works. In addition, the legal protection of content created in virtual environments such as the
metaverse is also becoming an urgent issue. This area has not yet formed its legal framework,
which in turn creates new threats. The development of digital technologies and the emergence
of new threats to copyright, in turn, have necessitated the creation and implementation of
modern mechanisms for protecting these rights. This section analyzes the main protection
mechanisms used to protect copyright in the digital age. Digital rights management (DRM)
systems are widely used to protect copyrighted content. DRM technologies impose restrictions
on the distribution, copying and viewing of a work. For example, e-books, digital music albums
or films are allowed to be used only under certain conditions through DRM systems. Through
such systems, authors and publishers have the opportunity to protect their rights. However, the
disadvantage of DRM systems is that they limit the free use of users and sometimes lead to the
deterioration of the content produced [10]. Electronic digital signatures and blockchain
technology are creating new opportunities for protecting copyright. An electronic digital
signature verifies the original copy of a work and its date of creation, which helps prove
authorship in legal disputes. Blockchain technology allows for a transparent record of digital
copies and the history of works. This technology stores accurate information about the time of
creation of each work, its author, and the rights to distribute it, which is an effective tool for
preventing plagiarism and piracy. Automatic monitoring systems are being developed to
protect copyright on social networks and digital platforms. For example, platforms such as
YouTube and Instagram use algorithms and artificial intelligence to monitor content and detect
illegal use. These systems allow for rapid scanning of content and blocking illegal distribution
of copyrighted material. Such monitoring systems can be an effective tool for protecting
copyright in the digital environment, but these systems can sometimes make incorrect
determinations. Legal mechanisms and international cooperation also play a significant role in
protecting copyright. Uzbekistan and other countries are parties to international agreements,
including the Berne Convention and the TRIPS Agreement, which help each other protect
intellectual property. Copyright can also be effectively protected by improving national
legislation, cooperating with digital platforms, and conducting legal work at the international
level.

Equally significant is the lack of tools for small and medium-sized businesses. Large
companies often have intellectual property protection departments and can effectively use
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available mechanisms, while individual authors and small brands often lack the ability to
monitor violations and combat them promptly. This creates inequality in rights protection and
reduces the incentive to create high-quality original content.

Conclusion. Copyright protection on Instagram is still an important issue, considering
the fact that the social media platform is designed in such a manner that users can interact with
each other in an important manner. Although the social media platform has been successful in
developing its own set of policies related to copyright protection, the issue still remains quite
challenging. However, improving education, developing better systems of automation, and
improving cooperation between Instagram, creative artists, and authorities are important
issues that can help in developing an effective system of copyright protection.
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