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DIDACTIC POTENTIAL OF THE LINGUOPRAGMATIC APPROACH

IN TEACHING SMALL-GENRE TEXTS

Rustamov Ilkhom Tursunovich
Tashkent State Transport University
Professor of the Department of “Foreign Languages”

Abstract. This article examines the didactic potential of a linguopragmatic approach to teaching small-genre texts,
particularly anecdotes in English and Uzbek. The pragmatic structure of anecdotal texts is analyzed through such
mechanisms as implicature, speech acts, presupposition, irony, and cognitive expectation violation. English and
Uzbek anecdotes are studied comparatively, revealing their humour-producing strategies and cultural-pragmatic
codes. Based on linguopragmatic analysis, interactive teaching methods and a stage-based instructional model are
proposed.

Keywords: linguopragmatics, small-genre text, anecdote, implicature, speech act, presupposition, irony,
pragmatic analysis, language teaching methodology, linguoculture, didactic model.
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YONDASHUVNING DIDAKTIK IMKONIYATLARI
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“Chet tillar” kafedrasi professori

E-mail: ilhom.rustamov.20080223@gmail.com
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Annotatsiya. Maqolada kichik janr matnlarini, xususan ingliz va o‘zbek tillaridagi latifalarni lingvopragmatik
yondashuv asosida o‘qgitishning didaktik imkoniyatlari yoritiladi. Latifa matnlarining pragmatik tuzilishi —
implikatura, nutq aktlari, presuppozitsiya, kinoya va kognitiv kutilma buzilishi kabi mexanizmlar asosida tahlil
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Introduction. In modern language education, methods of working with texts are
steadily developing in communicative and pragmatic directions. Teaching a language is no
longer considered sufficient if it focuses only on mastering grammatical structures and lexical
units; understanding communicative purpose, implicit meaning, speaker intention, and context
is now recognized as an essential competence. Therefore, the need to use text types that reflect
real speech situations, are semantically dense, and rich in interpretive potential is increasing in
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the learning process. From this perspective, small-genre texts serve as an effective didactic
resource.

Small-genre texts — such as anecdotes, proverbs, aphorisms, mini-dialogues, and short
humorous texts — are characterized by their compact form combined with a high semantic and
pragmatic load. Such texts encourage learners to move from passive reception to active
interpretation. The reader reconstructs context, derives hidden meaning, and attempts to
identify communicative intention. According to pragmatics theory, meaning is often formed
beyond explicit expression — at the level of implicature and presupposition [3]. Speech act
theory explains the function of an utterance as a form of communicative action [2]. Small-genre
texts are especially suitable for teaching because they concentrate these mechanisms in a
concise form.

Among small genres, the anecdote is one of the most pragmatically active text types. Its
humorous effect typically arises from speech act mismatch, expectation violation, irony, and
implicit conclusion. Anecdotes require learners to engage in logical and pragmatic reasoning,
which expands the possibilities for linguopragmatic analysis in teaching. In addition, anecdotes
reflect cultural codes and social stereotypes. In Uzbek anecdotes, social irony and wise paradox
are often expressed through the Afandi character, while English anecdotes more frequently rely
on wordplay, ambiguity, and literal interpretation. These differences make them an important
source for linguocultural and comparative-pragmatic study.

For this reason, teaching small-genre texts — especially anecdotes — on the basis of a
linguopragmatic approach can be regarded as a relevant and promising methodological
direction.

Main Part. According to pragmatics theory, the meaning of an utterance is formed not
only through the lexical and grammatical meanings of language units, but also through the
speech situation, communicative purpose, and the relationships between participants [4;6].
From this perspective, despite its small size, the anecdote can be considered a text type with a
high degree of pragmatic density. Its primary semantic load is often expressed not in explicit
statements but in an implicit conclusion — implicature [3].

An anecdote produces a humorous effect through the deliberate violation of
communicative expectation. In a sequence of speech acts, instead of the expected response, a
logically shifted or role-altered answer is given. Within speech act theory, this is interpreted as
a mismatch between illocutionary intention and perlocutionary effect [2]. Presupposition —
background knowledge — also plays an essential role in anecdotes. If the listener lacks the
necessary social or cultural knowledge, the humorous effect does not emerge.

The analysis shows that the main linguopragmatic features of anecdotes include the
dominance of implicature, strong dependence on context, mismatch of speech acts,
presupposition requirement, and cognitive expectation violation. These features make the
anecdote a convenient and methodologically effective material for pragmatic analysis in
teaching.

Let us consider a linguopragmatic analysis.

Uzbek anecdote:

— Afandi, why are you riding your donkey backwards?

— It’s not me — the donkey is going in the wrong direction.
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In this anecdote, instead of the expected speech act — providing an explanation — an
ironic response based on the transfer of agency is given. The pragmatic mechanism works
through role shift and shifting responsibility to another subject. The listener recognises the
logical inconsistency and reconstructs the hidden irony. The humorous effect arises precisely
from this pragmatic shift.

English anecdote:

— Teacher: Why are you late?

— Student: Because of the sign — “School ahead — go slow”.

In this example, the instruction on a road sign is interpreted literally and transferred
into an inappropriate communicative context. As a result, a conflict appears between
implicature and the real situation. The pragmatic mechanism is based on literalism and
contextual shift. This phenomenon can be explained through Grice’s cooperative principle and
implicature theory [3].

While Uzbek anecdotes tend to rely more on figurative irony and social role play, English
anecdotes more often use literal interpretation and wordplay as their main device.

Working with anecdotes on the basis of a linguopragmatic approach produces several
important didactic outcomes in the learning process. First, this approach develops students’
pragmatic competence — they learn to identify communicative intention, derive hidden
meaning, and interpret implicatures. Contextual reading skills are also formed, as texts are
interpreted in connection with the situation. In addition, students develop the ability to
distinguish types of speech acts and begin to recognize irony, refusal, and paradoxical
responses. Interpreting national images and stereotypes found in anecdotes strengthens
cultural interpretation skills. Most importantly, explaining expectation violation mechanisms
activates critical and analytical thinking.

In applying the linguopragmatic approach in practice, the following methods proved
effective:

1. Tasks focused on identifying hidden meaning — where the student independently
derives the implicature.

2. Role-based interpretation — anecdotal dialogues are dramatized and speech acts are
observed in live interaction.

3. Comparative humor analysis — English and Uzbek anecdotes are compared according
to pragmatic mechanisms.

4. Context reconstruction exercises — missing situational models are created by students.

5. Anecdote transformation — the text is adapted to another situation or a new version is
created.

These methods turn the anecdote from a simple reading text into an interactive
pragmatic laboratory tool and fully reveal the didactic potential of small-genre texts.

Results. The results of the conducted linguopragmatic and comparative analysis show
that anecdotes, as small-genre texts, possess high didactic potential, and that the use of a
pragmatic approach in teaching them is methodologically justified and effective. In the course
of the study, the pragmatic structure of English and Uzbek anecdotes, the mechanisms that
produce humorous effect, the layers of implicit meaning, and the requirements for
interpretative understanding were systematically identified. The combination of brevity and
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semantic-pragmatic density makes anecdotes an efficient teaching resource that allows deep
analysis within a limited classroom time.

In both language materials, the humorous effect arises mainly through implicature,
mismatch of speech acts, and violation of expectations [3;2]. In anecdotal texts, the expected
communicative response pattern is disrupted, and a logically or role-shifted reply creates a
pragmatic “turning point.” At this stage, the reader or listener reconstructs the hidden
conclusion, and interpretative activity is activated. This phenomenon corresponds to the
concepts of implicature and speech acts in pragmatic theory.

At the same time, a noticeable difference was observed in the dominant pragmatic
devices used. English anecdotes more often rely on wordplay, ambiguity (polysemy), phonetic
or lexical play, and literal interpretation as the main mechanism. Humor typically emerges from
the clash between figurative and literal meanings of a linguistic unit. Uzbek anecdotes, in
contrast, are more frequently based on social irony, role reversal, transfer of responsibility,
figurative paradox, and stereotype-based characters (such as the Afandi figure). These
differences are connected with linguocultural features, social thinking patterns, and national
humor traditions.

The results of the teaching experiment model organized on a linguopragmatic basis
showed a significant increase in students’ interpretative and communicative activity. In
particular, tasks aimed at identifying hidden meaning, explaining implicatures, interpreting
communicative intention, and reconstructing context led to greater participation and a higher
share of independent interpretations. It was observed that students began to propose multiple
pragmatic interpretations for the same text, indicating the development of interpretive
thinking.

Exercises based on pragmatic analysis intensified communicative discussion and
strengthened skills of reasoned explanation and viewpoint defense. Role-based interpretation
and context-reconstruction tasks proved especially effective, as they allowed learners to
understand speech acts through practical experience. Comparative anecdote analysis
contributed to better understanding of cross-cultural pragmatic differences.

In addition, the stage-based teaching model — consisting of preparation, pragmatic
analysis, linguocultural commentary, and creative transformation — demonstrated high
methodological effectiveness when applied consistently in classroom practice. This model
enables not fragmentary but systematic and in-depth interpretation of small-genre texts and
helps connect theoretical pragmatic concepts with practical learning activities.

Overall, the linguopragmatic approach to teaching based on anecdotes has proven to be
an effective methodological direction for developing students’ pragmatic, communicative, and
linguocultural competence. It reveals the full didactic potential of small-genre texts and
transforms text work into a higher-level interpretative activity.

Conclusion. The linguopragmatic approach can serve as an effective and theoretically
grounded methodological platform for teaching small-genre texts, particularly English and
Uzbek anecdotes. This approach treats a text not merely as a language unit that conveys
content, but as a communicative-pragmatic phenomenon closely connected with real speech
situations, communicative intention, and cultural context. On this basis, the learning process
encourages students to carry out multi-layered text analysis, identify implicit meaning, derive
implicatures, reconstruct presuppositions, and explain the speaker’s intention. As a result, not
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only language knowledge but also interpretive thinking, contextual awareness, and pragmatic
competence develop consistently.

Comparative linguopragmatic analysis has shown that humorous effect in English and
Uzbek anecdotes arises through different pragmatic mechanisms. English anecdotes more often
rely on wordplay, literalism, and ambiguity, whereas Uzbek anecdotes are mainly based on
social irony, role reversal, and figurative paradox. Nevertheless, in both cases humor depends
directly on interpretive activity, background knowledge, and accurate context reconstruction.
This feature makes anecdotes a valuable integrative teaching resource that supports not only
linguistic learning but also the development of thinking and cultural understanding.

The methods developed in the course of the study — tasks for identifying hidden
meaning, role-based interpretation, comparative pragmatic analysis, context reconstruction,
and text transformation — support an interactive and learner-centered approach to working
with small-genre texts. The proposed stage-based instructional model (preparation —
pragmatic analysis — linguocultural commentary — creative transformation) systematizes the
learning process, links theoretical concepts with practical activities, and increases instructional
effectiveness.

The model is recommended for broad application in higher education and in both native
and foreign language teaching practice. Future research may extend linguopragmatic teaching
principles to other types of small-genre texts — such as proverbs, mini-dialogues, and satirical
microtexts — and may also focus on developing interactive pragmatic analysis modules
adapted to digital learning environments.
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