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Crossref DOI:  

Таҳририят Crossref DOI нинг расмий аъзоси ҳисобланади ва 10.47.390 DOI префиксига эга. Ҳар бир нашр 
ва илмий мақолага индивидуал Crossref DOI рақами берилади. 

Google Scholar  

Журнал Google Scholar (Академия) да индексацияланади. 
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масъулияти чекланган жамият. 
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scienceproblems.uz@gmail.com 
Телеграм канал: 
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ko‘lamda o‘rganish va folklorshunoslikka oz bo‘lsada hissa qo‘shishdan iborat. Mazkur maqolada muallif ertak 
diskursining tasniflanishini misollar orqali chuqurroq tahlil qilgan. 

Kalit so‘zlar: ertak, diskurs, folklor, tasnif, folklorshunoslik, folklorshunoslar, adabiyotshunoslik, 
tilshunoslik va bosqichlar. 

 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.47390/SСP1342V3I8Y2023N38   

 

Introduction. Research on tales has a long tradition and studying folk tales has been 

playing a big role in linguistics, especially in folklore and literary studies in the past several 

decades. Fairy tales as one of the oldest and most widespread genres have a high place in world 

folklore.  A fairy tale is a short story that belongs to the folklore genres [ 3. P.372]. The fairy tale 

discourse is the oldest and popular in folk art, which is equally interesting for children and 

adults. Fairy tale discourse is one of the controversial topics in linguistics. This term is one of 

the essential categories of literary studies and folklore, it has multifaceted and complex lexical-

semantic forms. In order to understand fairy tales, it is important to know cultural traditions, 

because they are important factors that can help to comprehend the national identity. Fairy 

tales as a genre have undergone a long process of formation. They were created on the basis of 

primitive people's simple narrating of an event in their life. Storytelling has improved over time. 

[4. P.201] It can be seen that fairy tales did not appear recently, but passed through long-term 

stages and were formed in the process of transmission from generation to generation. Besides, 

a fairy tale is one of the oldest and most popular genres of Uzbek folklore. Oral stories based on 

fantasy and artistic textures and carrying a didactic idea are called fairy tales. [2. P.149.] We can 

conclude that the unique aspects of fairy tales are determined by its functions of preserving the 

oldest information, being equally acceptable to everyone, and so on.  

Needless to say, it is not tough to learn and comprehend everything we need through 

myths, legends and fairy tales. They have a great influence on the human mind, they can amaze 

and make people want to travel to the past or to the time described in the fairy tale. And also, 

through their influence, interest in mythical characters, their place and time increases, and as a 

result, our interest in the fantastic world increases even more. 

It should be noted that this genre is conditionally divided into animal tales, magical tales, 

household tales and comic tales according to the interpretation of images, ideological content 

and conflict, plot and composition, role and function of fiction, language and style. However, in 

different periods folklorists divided fairy tales into various categories. 

Materials and methods. Fairy tales were classified differently by folklore scholars in 

certain periods, and each of them has its own high essence. The most common classification of 

fairy tales was made by V. Miller, who divided fairy tales into 1) magic tales 2) household tales 

3) tales about animals. 

A. Aarne, one of the founders of the Finnish school of folklore studies, classified the folk 

tales of the people of the world according to "plots consisting of a series of motifs" and divided 

them into certain types. His famous works such as "Verzeichnis der Marchentypen" (1910) and 

"Leitfaden der vergleichenden Marchenforshung" (1913) provide a comprehensive 

understanding of the classification of fairy tales. A. Aarne's works are used as a scientific-

theoretical basis for the systematization of epic plots and motifs in folklore studies. The 

folklorist mainly focused on the tales of the European people, which were classified as follows: 

1. Tales about animals; 2. As pure fairy tales, they can be classified as a) magical fairy tales; b) 

https://doi.org/10.47390/SСP1342V3I8Y2023N38
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legendary tales; d) novelistic tales; e) tales about the devil (or "wrestler"); 3. Anecdotes. Tales 

belonging to these groups are described by topic types, and each tale has its own serial number. 

The scientist identified "Animal Tales" with numbers 1-299, "Pure Tales" with numbers 300-

1199, and "Anecdotes" with numbers 1200-1999.  

In the introduction of the book "The Types of the Folktale", it is mentioned that many 

collections of folk tales are organized by types. Furthermore, since some of the collections are 

in languages difficult for ordinary students, these analyzes are said to be the most important 

keys to unlocking doors that are mostly otherwise impossible. "As new requests have arisen 

from around the world over the years, “Types of the Folktale”, both in its original form in 1910 

and in its 1928 revision, has served as a reference for nearly all. The classification could be more 

valuable if it were revised to take better account of the actual body of narrative material 

available in different countries."[ 1. P.3] 

In addition, if we emphasize once again about A. Aarne's high contribution to fairy-tale 

science, his classification of fairy tales can be considered as the most important scientific 

research work in folklore. He also divided magical fairy tales into the following categories: 1) 

magical rival 2) strange or magical spouse 3) magical task 4) magical helper 5) magical object 

6) magical power or skill 7) other magical motifs. V. Bropp in his book “Morphology of the 

Magical Fairytale” (“Морфология волшебной сказки”) emphasized such a classification and 

pointed out that animal fairy tales also belong to the type of magical fairy tales, and several of 

the categories mentioned by A. Aarne are embodied in one fairy tale. The scientist objected to 

plot-based classifications and noted that they are not based on a specific principle. 

Summarizing general conclusions, V. Propp divides fairy tales into the following types: 

1. Tales about animals; 2. Magical tales; 3. Household tales; 4. Cumulative tales; 5. 

Narrative tales; 6. Funny tales. [5. P.11] 

It is clear that there are different classifications of fairy tales according to their structure, 

content, plot, and the most famous classification is V. Propp divides them into fairy tales with 

great content (magic), household tales, animal tales, and we rely on them in our analysis. 

American folklorist Stith Thompson (March 7, 1885 – January 10, 1976) who has been 

described as "America's most important folklorist" is the author of "The Motif-Index of Folk-

Literature", which indexes folk tales by type and shows motifs and the smallest elements of 

folklore for folklorists. In his popular book “The Folktale “(1946, 1977), Thompson explains the 

type of folktale as follows. 

“A type is a traditional tale that has an independent existence. It may be told as a 

complete narrative and does not depend for its meaning on any other tale. It may indeed happen 

to be told with another tale, but the fact that it may be told alone attests its independence. It 

may consist of only one motif or of many”. [ 7. P.415] 

It is worth mentioning that S.Thompson was engaged in collecting and archiving 

traditional ballads, fairy tales, proverbs, aphorisms and riddles. At that time, European 

scientists studied the parallelism and spread of folk tales around the world in their own new 

ways. The most famous of them was Antti Aarne from Finland. Through his travels and research, 

Thompson developed an understanding of these new styles and in 1928 published an expanded 

translation of A. Aarne's “The Types of the Folktale”. In particular, he created a catalog of 

folklore types that includes European and Asian fairy tales. In addition, the folklorist scientist 

widely used this classification in his work "Tales of the North American Indians" published in 
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1929. Furthermore, according to “The Folktale”, Thompson divides folktales into three main 

groups: animal tales, simple folktales, and comic tales. For animal stories, the smaller groups 

are differentiated by the type of animal that plays a role in the story, and within each of these 

groups, stories related to the same animal are grouped together. The largest group of tales, 

folktales, are divided into magical or miraculous tales, religious stories, romantic stories, and 

stories about the foolish Ogre. Magical tales always have a supernatural element, and they are 

usually religious. As for the romantic stories, they act entirely within the limits of possibilities. 

The third group is fables, jokes, and anecdotes, which over time have more additional figures 

than animal tales or ordinary folk tales. The main reason for this is that these funny tales appear 

among the people more easily than other types. [7. P.418.] 

Volkov's studies are of great importance in the classification of fairy tales. The author 

uses a formal approach to the study of folk art in his work. For this, a letter formula is created 

for each considered fairy tale, that is, it is based on the typification of the types, styles, and 

compositions of fairy tales. After that, the author systematizes them and classifies the plots of 

fairy tales. 

Currently, there are several options for the classification of fairy tales proposed by 

various literary scholars and researchers. We will mention some of them in our work. For 

example, Romanov divides fairy tales into:  About animals; Legendary; Funny; Household; 

Cosmogonic and Cultural. 

A.M. Smirnov divided the tales into the following. 

- Tales about animals; 

-Tales about animals and people; 

- Tales about the fight against evil spirits. 

In the "Index of Fairy Tale Plots" compiled by N.P. Andreev (1927-1928), fairy tales are 

divided into the following. 

1.Tales about animals; 2. Magic tales; 3. Household tales. 

It should be mentioned that this classification is now the most common in folklore. 

Discussion and results. As a result of our observations, it became clear that the great 

contributions of S. Thompson and A. Aarne are incomparable in the classification of fairy tales. 

Other peoples used their indicators to classify their tales into types, and the number of 

classification difficulties was significantly reduced. It is necessary to note that “The Aarne-

Thompson index” (ATU-Aarne-Thompson-Uther index) is an index of fairy tales used in 

folklore, and it was first created in German in 1910 by the Finnish folklorist Antti Aarne. After 

that, the index was translated into English and improved and expanded by the American 

folklorist S. Thompson in 1928. Long after Thompson, in 2004, the German folklorist Hans-Jorg 

Uther revised and improved the index. 

In addition, a fairy tale is a unique phenomenon that combines several genres. For 

example, Russian fairy tales are usually divided into the following genres: tales about animals, 

magic, and household tales (anecdote and novel). Historically speaking, a fairy tale is a very late 

phenomenon. The disintegration of the primitive community system and the decline of the 

mythological worldview are considered as an important factor in their creation for every 

nation. The oldest fairy tales are considered to be animal tales, magical tales, anecdotes, and 

even romantic tales. As the most famous storytellers, we can count A.S. Pushkin, K.D. Ushinsky, 

H.K. Andersen, Brothers Grimm, E. Schwartz, W. Bianchi, J.R.R. Tolkien and many others. As 
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well, most of the studies on the study of the fairy tale genre were conducted by Russian 

scientists, and their place in folklore studies is incomparable. One of the most famous of them, 

the Russian ethnographer Alexander Nikolayevich Afanasyev, who for the first time collected 

Russian folk tales in Russia, occupied a special place in folklore studies. He published about 600 

Russian fairy tales and folk tales, which are the largest collections of folklore in the world. In 

general, tales of any nation are an important source for studying the history, traditions, culture, 

lifestyle and rituals, beliefs of that nation. That is why, all nations have always valued their fairy 

tales and paid special attention to their collection and publication. 

It is notable that M. Afzalov also made a great contribution to the classification of fairy 

tales in Uzbek fairy-tale studies. Although he divides fairy tales into fantastic and realistic types, 

and includes animal tales in the composition of fantastic tales, he does not follow this 

classification and studies animal tales separately. According to his research, Uzbek folk tales 

have three internal types, they are a) tales about animals; b) magical-fantasy tales c) life-

satirical tales. K. Imamov, who is considered his student, based on the classification of M. 

Afzalov, divided Uzbek folk tales into two types, such as magical and life, and preferred to study 

animal tales as magical tales. On the other hand, he also distinguished three internal types of 

life stories: war novel type, romance-adventure type, and comic ones. [ 4. P.43] Moreover, the 

researches of Z.Usmonova and S.Jumaeva clearly confirm that in Uzbek folk tales, animal tales 

form a separate group and there are also many novelistic tales. Based on these considerations, 

three internal types of Uzbek fairy tales are now being studied separately. These are the 

following: 

1. Magic-fantasy tales. 

2. Tales about animals. 

3. Household-life tales. [4. P.44] 

The above scholars were supporters of studying and classifying through the field of 

folklore. In the 50s and 80s of the 20th century, the researches of Uzbek creators on the genre 

of fairy tales were effective, and it is no exaggeration to say that this period is one of the most 

flourishing periods of creating literary fairy tales. In this period, modern science and 

technology, morals and manners, hardworking people, learning and choosing a profession were 

praised more. 

It is important to highlight the fact that several poets and writers created poetic, prose 

and dramatic tales using the compositional construction, ideological content, system of images 

and motifs, artistic expression style, image and interpretation principles of folk tales. The rich 

experiences gained in the creation of fairy tales in the written literature of the nations of the 

world had a great impact on the creative activity of Uzbek poets and writers in this regard. 

There are three types of fairy tales written in fiction. They differ from each other by their own 

characteristics: 

1. Poetic tales. In written literature, fairy tales created in verse (poetry, lyrics) had a 

great impact on the development of the poem (epic) genre. One aspect of the poem is poetic 

tales. In them, reality is expressed in a poetic form, in the weight of the finger, through the 

emotions and mental experiences of the lyrical hero (creator), a colorful rhyming system, 

sometimes even various stanza constructions, many poetic numbers. Based on the use of 

names, the ideological content of the work is revealed. 



SCIENCEPROBLEMS.UZ-Ижтимоий-гуманитар фанларнинг долзарб муаммолари № 8 (3)-2023 

 

275 

2. Prose tales. It is intended to describe a reality based on fiction (fiction) or life fiction 

(exaggeration) in the form of a story, to depict an epic within the creator's vision. It has a wide 

opportunity to describe the reality in detail, to shed more light on the creator's attitude. 

3. Dramatic tales. It is distinguished by the fact that it was created for the stage and 

performed on the stage. In them, each character reveals his character traits through his speech 

and behavior. In fairy-tale dramas, reality is told in the form of a dialogue, in a dramatic manner. 

[ 6. P.13] 

The results of the conducted analysis prove that fairy tales embody ancient epic 

traditions, people's lifestyles, traditions, mythological imaginations, beliefs, and spirituality. By 

studying fairy tales, you can get a lot of artistic and social information about the history of 

spirituality and culture of nations. For this reason, a wider study of the unique artistic features 

of fairy tales serves to deepen the understanding of the laws of folk artistic thinking. Besides, in 

folklore, the classification of fairy tales by world folklorists and Uzbek folklorists is of great 

importance. Many linguists and folklorists are effectively using those classifications of fairy 

tales in their research. Moreover, fairy tale discourse is one of the most important and studied 

categories among other discourses, and it also requires different explanations. Collecting fairy 

tales and processing them gradually turned into a literary creation. As a result, during this 

process, individual characteristics, which are somewhat far from reality, were embodied, rather 

than the people's perception of reality, characteristic of fairy tale speech. It should be said that 

the discourse of fairy tales is closely related to the discourses of computer, television and 

theater, and many animated films, theater shows and computer games are based on fairy tales. 

It is explained by the fact that the fairy tale represented the oral genre of folk art in ancient 

times and has preserved ancient speech formulas today. 

Conclusion. In conclusion, the fairy tale, which is one of the most developed folklore and 

one of the most favorite genres of children, reflects the world with all its integrity, complexity 

and beauty more clearly and brightly than other types of art. It is known that the study of fairy 

tales and their collection has been of interest to every folklorist or linguist for several decades. 

Due to the growing interest in fairy tales on a global scale, many linguists are conducting 

research on this genre. The classification of fairy tales and the study of their special features are 

still important in linguistics today. Folklorists gave different descriptions to fairy tales and 

classified them in terms of meaning and content. They have classified fairy tales in various ways. 

It is worth mentioning that the Aarne-Thompson-Uther classification system and the 

morphological analysis of Vladimir Propp are among the most notable. Today, many 

researchers compare one nation’s folk tale with another folk tale within the framework of 

comparative literary studies, create novelty, and carry out scientific research. 
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