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Introduction. From an economic perspective, food security holds a pivotal position 

within a nation's economic security framework. The essential requirement for sustenance is a 

fundamental necessity for citizens in any country worldwide. Consequently, ensuring the 

population's access to food, meeting their needs comprehensively, and enhancing the quality of 

food products are issues of perpetual significance. In both developed and developing nations, 

guaranteeing food safety exerts a significant influence on national economic development, 

resolving issues related to social welfare, and maintaining social stability. The assurance of food 

security is contingent on the level of advancement in the agricultural sector and indicators of 

agricultural production. The progress in this sector, to some extent, relies on climatic conditions 

and natural variables [10; p. 68]. 

The matter of food safety in a nation is directly intertwined with factors such as the 

socio-economic environment, natural and economic potential, the financial capacity of the 

population at both the national and regional levels, the extent of dependence on imports in the 

domestic market, agricultural production, and the judicious utilization of land resources, along 

with the agro-industrial complex's dependence. In this light, securing food safety in the nation 

assumes strategic importance within economic policy, as these considerations are pivotal for 

ensuring economic and social stability as well as state independence. 

As President Sh. Mirziyoyev of the Republic of Uzbekistan rightly emphasized, "...our 

primary objective is to reform the management structure of the agricultural sector, introducing 

advanced technologies for the efficient utilization of land and water resources, and securing 

food safety" [2; p. 1]. Ensuring food safety stands as a macroeconomic challenge that connects 

the intensification of agro-industrial production on one hand and the enhancement of social 

production efficiency and incomes on the other. Therefore, when addressing these issues, it is 

imperative to incorporate state regulatory mechanisms alongside market forces. In this context, 

a significant task today is the analysis of the methods and methodology involved in forming the 

food safety system, including the factors that influence it at various hierarchical levels, and the 

development of criteria for national and regional assessments. 

Since the early years of independence, the question of food safety has been central to 

Uzbekistan's socio-economic policy. Today, concerns about improving the population's well-

being and the quality of life, along with ensuring their full access to food, are inextricably linked 

to the issue of food safety. Consequently, the need for a scholarly, theoretical, and practical 

examination of the theoretical foundations and priorities of food safety in Uzbekistan, through 

the implementation of food programs, underscores the relevance of this research topic [12; p. 

3]. 

Literature review. Solving the theoretical and practical problems of Food safety as an 

integral part of economic security and substantiating its role in the development of society, 

human well-being by various CIS economists D.V.Zerkalov in the monograph "Food safety" 

many practical analyzes are given [13; p.45]. 

There is an analysis of many official statistical materials on the emergence of Food safety 

water scarcity in the XXI century and its transformation into a global economic problem. 

Another economist, L. Revenko, in his official article "Food safety: There is an opportunity to 

find a solution" raises the issue of Food safety on the world stage, mainly the distribution of 
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external flows, ie the production capacity and capacity of countries [11; p.16]. 

While some aspects of the problem under study in Uzbekistan are studied in general in 

the textbook "Economic Security of the State" by H.P.Abulkasimov, another economist 

N.H.Ergashev shows the importance of insurance in ensuring Food safety in Uzbekistan [1; 

p.128]. 

Also, economists of our country Sh.Shodmonov, A.Olmasov, T.Juraev, D.Tajibaeva 

studied some aspects of food safety in their textbooks and manuals. 

It should be noted that although research conducted by foreign scholars has used official 

publications for many years, no practical recommendations and suggestions have been made 

on how to address them within the national economy. In the studies studied, the issue of Food 

safety was mainly considered as a factor driving global economic security. 

Research Methodology. The study was conducted in order to improve the theoretical 

and practical aspects of Food safety, and identified clear priorities. The article seeks to shed 

light on the problem using methods such as analysis and logic, as well as a practical analysis of 

agricultural lands and products, which are among the leading sectors in ensuring Food safety 

in Uzbekistan. The information required for the study was obtained mainly from foreign 

literature, statistical and regulatory databases. 

Analysis and results. With the growing population of the country, the decline of 

agricultural land in the context of intensification of urbanization processes, the issue of 

expanding opportunities for food production and meeting the needs of the population is 

becoming more acute from year to year. According to a study conducted by the British 

Economist Intelligence Unit, Uzbekistan ranks 83rd in the ranking of food safety. Analysts 

studied and evaluated the quality, safety, adequacy and popularity of food products in 113 

countries around the world. [8; p.1].  

The area of agricultural land in the country increased from 28080.4 thousand hectares 

in 1990 to 25621.6 thousand hectares in 2015, respectively, the area of arable land from 4176.5 

thousand hectares to 4043.6 thousand hectares, irrigated land from 3407.3 thousand hectares 

to 3288.2 thousand hectares, and agricultural arable land decreased from 4200.1 thousand 

hectares to 3694.2 thousand hectares. This underscores the urgency of ensuring food security 

[3; pp.15-18]. 

From the first years of independence, the country has implemented a strategy aimed at 

reviewing and improving the structure of agricultural crops on the basis of agrarian reforms to 

ensure Food safety. In particular, the implementation of the Program aimed at achieving grain 

independence in our country has acquired great socio-economic and political significance. If in 

1990 more than half of the sown area was technical crops, including cotton, by 2019, their area 

was reduced by 35.1%. At the same time, the share of grain crop areas increased from 24% to 

45.2% of total crop area (see Table 1). 

The data in Table 1 show that in 2019, compared to 1990, the share of potato crop area 

increased by 2.0 times, vegetables by 3.2% to 5.3%. At the same time, the share of fodder crops 

decreased from 14.8% to 8.9%. 
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Table 1  

Dynamics of changes in the structure of agricultural lands in Uzbekistan (1990–

2019, (in thousand ha) [4; pp.45-57] 

 

  1990 1995 2000 2010 2016 2019 

Arable land, total 

thousand ha 
4200,1 3628,1 3778,3 3708,4 3706,7 3309,4 

Including             

Grain products   1 008,0      1 625,4      1 586,9      1 676,2      1 675,4     1 505,8    

Technical crops   2 322,7      1 375,0      1 560,4      1 416,6      1 371,5     1 191,4    

Hence the cotton   2 238,7      1 309,7      1 443,3      1 342,4     1 301,1     1 102,0    

Potatoes 37,8    76,2    49,1    70,5    81,5    76,1    

Vegetables 134,4    181,4    124,7    170,6    196,5    185,3    

Melon food 

products 
75,6 54,4 34,0 51,9 51,9 49,6 

Forage crops 621,6    315,6    423,2    322,6    329,9    301,2    

 

As a result of the gradual reform and diversification of agriculture in our country, over 

the years of independence, grain independence has been achieved, the production of nutritious 

agricultural products has grown sharply. In 2019, compared to 1991, the production of grain 

products increased by 4.2 times, potatoes by 847.5%, fruits by 595.5%, grapes by 363.9%, 

vegetables by 343.9%, melons by 226.2%. increased by%. At the same time, the volume of 

production of raw cotton decreased by 37.6%. Its share in the total volume of agricultural 

production decreased from 47.7% to 11%. 

Structural changes are also taking place in the livestock sector in our country. During the 

years of independence, the number of cattle has increased more than 2.4 times, the number of 

cows has more than doubled. The number of sheep, goats and poultry more than doubled 

during the same period. 

Sustainable development of local production of food raw materials is one of the main 

tasks of ensuring food safety in the Republic of Uzbekistan. The volume of production of 

agricultural products shows a steady growth trend in the last 10 years. The growth of 

agricultural production in 2017 was 41.7 percent compared to 2010. However, this trend is not 

typical for all categories of producers. This indicator was 68.6 percent in enterprises and 140 

percent in households. In addition, production has decreased by 8.5% in the last 4 years [9; 

pp.12]. 

The results of the analysis show that households produced the main part of the product 

in a traditional way. The situation begins to change dramatically in the last 10 years. In 2000-

2010, the main producers of agricultural and livestock products were households (Table 2). 

Socio-economic problems led to the loss of leading positions of manufacturers in this category. 

In addition, the scope of work of agricultural enterprises has increased significantly. The 

position of farms has also improved. Producers of this category produce almost a fifth of the 

crop in the Republic of Uzbekistan today. 

Table 2 
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The share of farms and households in agricultural production in the Republic of 

Uzbekistan in 2000-2020, %. [6; pp.1-10] 

 

Indicators 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 

Farming products, including 

- households 

- farms 

72,2 

 

66,7 

5,5 

86 

 

61,7 

24,3 

97,9 

 

61,6 

36,3 

97,6 

 

66,9 

30,7 

95,8 

 

68,0 

27,8 

Agricultural products, 

including 

- households 

- farms 

53,6 

 

43,9 

9,7 

78,7 

 

37,1 

41,6 

98,5 

 

39,4 

59,1 

98,2 

 

46,2 

52,0 

95 

 

44,1 

50,9 

Livestock products, 

including 

- households 

- farms 

91 

 

89,7 

1,3 

95,3 

 

92,6 

2,7 

97 

 

93,1 

3,9 

96,9 

 

92,9 

4,0 

96,5 

 

91,4 

5,1 

 

The importance of private auxiliary farms in ensuring food security of the Republic of 

Uzbekistan remains high. Farms are focused on commodity production. Individual assisted 

living facilities vary greatly in their goals. Some farms have only subsidiary production 

characteristics. The main goal is to provide the population with food. 

A distinctive feature of private auxiliary farms is their high level of stability in the 

conditions of the market economy. In the Republic of Uzbekistan, private auxiliary farms make 

up less than 15% of cultivated areas. At the same time, they produce more than a third of the 

gross agricultural product [5; pp.26]. 

In the conditions of the market economy, the importance of private auxiliary farms in 

providing the population with milk, dairy products, and beef has increased sharply. Analyzes 

by economic categories, 72.3% of the total volume of agricultural products - peasant (personal 

assistant) farms, 24.7% - farms, 3.0% - agricultural farms shows that it corresponds to the 

organizations that carry out the activities of the company. The volume of agricultural products 

grown in 2020 amounted to 84.3 trillion soums or 104.3% compared to the corresponding 

period of 2019. The share of agricultural products in the total volume of agricultural products 

was 48.4%. 

In 2020, all categories of farms produced 6,667.1 thousand tons. grain crops (2.4% more 

than in 2019), 2,432,700 tons. potatoes (1.6% more), 7,630.4 thousand tons. vegetables (2.7% 

more), 1,399.1 thousand tons. polys (4.2% more), 2,067,700 tons. fruits and berries (3.9% 

more), 1,275,300 tons. grapes (3.2% more) were grown. 

We will analyze the composition of agricultural and livestock products produced in the 

Republic of Uzbekistan from 2000 to 2020. (Table 3). The results of the analysis show that 

during this period, we can see that the share of potatoes, dairy products, meat, eggs and dairy 

products has increased [6; pp.1-10]. 

Table 3  

Composition of agricultural and livestock products produced in the Republic of 

Uzbekistan in 2000-2020 [7; p.12] 
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Indicators 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 

Potatoes thousand tons 731,1 924,2 1694,8 2586,8 3143,5 

Products of 

polys crops 

thousand tons 
2644,7 3517,5 6262,4 9390,0 10459,5 

Meat thousand tons 841,8 1 061,5 1 461,4 2 033,4 2 526,2 

Milk thousand tons 3 632,5 4 554,9 6 169,0 9 027,8 11 009,9 

Egg million pieces 1 254,4 1 966,7 3 061,2 5 535,4 7 825,0 

 

If we compare and analyze the share of peasant (personal assistant) farms in the 

production of the main types of agricultural products, in 2020 meat (in live weight) will be 

92.7% (12.4% more than in 2010 p), milk 94.7% (25.0% more than in 2010), potatoes 86.2% 

(34.2% more than in 2010), vegetables 76.9% (2010 - 18.5% more than in 2010), policy 

products made up 64.1% (27.2% more than in 2010). 

Conclusion and recommendations. The Republic of Uzbekistan's system for ensuring 

food safety is built on three key pillars: assuring access to and consumption of food items, 

regulating and promoting food production in the agro-industrial complex, and streamlining the 

management of food safety. In our opinion, the following actions in the area of regulation and 

promotion of food production in the agro-industrial complex are part of the mechanism of food 

security: 

- the creation and enhancement of the legislative and regulatory framework for food 

safety;  

- budgetary support for the growth of food production. This comprises tax breaks, 

financial assistance, and subventions;  

- support for monetary policy in order to stimulate food production. This involves 

implementing a system of preferential lending; regulating the export and import of food 

through non-tariff and customs duties; 

- support for food producers; encouragement of investment in the agro-industrial 

complex (AIC). Support and promotion of farmers, Dehkan farms and landowners, businesses, 

and food industry businesses that produce agricultural food products are also necessary. 

In order to achieve high production efficiency, it is necessary to further raise the volume 

and speed up the growth of agricultural food production in the Republic of Uzbekistan. This can 

be done by incorporating practical knowledge from other nations. 
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